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Beware the bear 


Possible Russia- West rapprochement 
over Syria stokes fears in Europe’s East 


By Pete Baumgartner 

(RFE/RL)—France’s | surprise 
embrace of Russia in the aftermath 
of the deadly terrorist attacks in 
Paris has raised concerns across 
the former Soviet bloc that Mos- 
cow wants to leverage the fight 
against Islamic extremists in Syria 
to secure Western concessions over 
Ukraine. 

Just days after the massacres 
in the French capital killed 129 
people and injured hundreds of 
others, President Francois Hol- 
lande called for the formation of a 
grand coalition — including Russia 
— to destroy the Islamic State (IS) 
group, which claimed responsibil- 
ity for the attacks. 

Putin followed by ordering his 
navy to cooperate with the French 
Navy in the eastern Mediterranean, 
where Russia has a base in the Syr- 
San port of Tartus. 

Hollande’s push for cooperation 
with Russia was a major pivot for 
France, which has been a loyal 
partner in the multinational U.S.- 
led coalition fighting IS militants 
in Syria and Iraq. 

The French government had also 
objected vehemently when Russia 
began its Syrian air campaign on 
September 30, saying Moscow’s 
ulterior motive was to keep em- 
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battled President Bashar al-Assad 
in power. 

Former Ukrainian diplomat Bo- 
hdan Yaremenko told RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service on November 
18 that following the Paris attacks, 
Putin had “created the opportun- 
ity for dialogue with the West that 
he had lost due to the situation in 
Ukraine.” 

Hollande and German Chancel- 
lor Angela Merkel were the key EU 
leaders in establishing the econom- 
ic sanctions regime against Russia 
in response to its illegal annexation 
of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula 
in 2014 and support for separatist 
forces in eastern Ukraine. 

The two leaders also led the way 
for the West in forging the Minsk 
cease-fire agreement in February. 

“Now the French and other dip- 
lomats have to decide if it is pos- 
sible to cooperate with Russia 
in Syria without changing their 
positions on Ukraine — on main- 
taining sanctions and possibly ex- 
panding them if the Minsk [peace] 
agreement fails,” Yaremenko said. 

Estonian Prime Minister Taavi 
Roivas told parliament on Noy- 
ember 17 that “there cannot be 
bargaining over compliance of the 
[cease-fire] conditions.” He added, 
“Cooperation elsewhere does not 
mean for Europe concessions in its 
neighborhood.” 

Kaley Stoicescu, a research 
fellow at the International Center 
for Defense and Security in the 
Estonian capital, Tallinn, says that 
Russia is using the Paris attacks “to 
again split European solidarity in 
terms of sanctions and the promul- 
gation of sanctions.” 

But he says that while Russia 
and the West “may unite forces to 
combat IS, the common enemy, 
and sweep the caliphates from the 
face of the Earth, that doesn’t solve 
the Assad question or resolve Syr- 
ia’s [political] future.” 

Paul Goble, a longtime Russia 
analyst and author of the Window 
on Eurasia blog, says there is con- 
cern among some Baltic govern- 
ments that “the French could be 
peeled off from Germany and then 
things would go downhill fast.” 

Such worries were compounded 
by comments from Merkel’s dep- 
uty chancellor, Sigmar Gabriel, 
who suggested that the EU sanc- 
tions against Russia were counter- 
productive because Moscow has 
become a partner in resolving 
problems in the Middle East. 

Goble adds that he does not think 
anyone “expected [U.S. President 
Barack] Obama and Hollande to 
cave in [to Putin] as far and as fast 
as they have.” 

Yuriy Ruban, a political analyst 
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Фе 
Putlerjugend 
Russian children wearing red neckerchiefs, a symbol of the Pioneer Organization, salute while posing for a 
picture during a ceremony for the inauguration of 18 newly adopted members at a school in the Stavropol 
region. The salutes and the blank looks on their faces are reminiscent of the Hitlerjugend (Hitler Youth) of Nazi 
Germany. (Reuters/Eduard Korniyenko) 


Powerless in Crimea 


Frustration mounting over blackout 


By Pavel Novikov 
and Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL)}—As Russian author- 
ities in Crimea scramble to restore 
power after a massive blackout 
over the weekend of November 22, 
residents are learning to live with 
thawing fridges, pitch-dark high- 
ways, and shuttered schools. 

The outage, caused by attacks 
that brought down power trans- 
mission towers in Ukraine’s Kher- 
son region, near the isthmus link- 
ing Crimea to the mainland, has 
plunged the annexed peninsula into 
darkness: 

Despite the hum of generators 
filling the streets, most businesses 
have been forced to either shut 
down or dramatically scale back 
their operations due to power short- 
ages. 

“There are no more candles and 
batteries in shops. Everything has 
been bought up,” laments Yekat- 
erina, a resident of Dzhankoy in 
northern Crimea. “People travel 
from villages to the city’s bakery. 
They buy huge bags of bread be- 
cause it is not delivered to their vil- 
lages.” 

Some 150 schools апа рге- 
schools have been closed until 
further notice as part of state-of- 
emergency measures imposed by 
the de facto authorities that came 
to power when Russia annexed the 
peninsula from Ukraine in March 
2014. 

The blackout has disrupted water 


supplies and automatic teller ma- 
chines are out of service. 

Generators and power reserves 
are proving unable to adequately 
supply Crimea’s hospitals. 

“The situation could pose ser- 
ious risks to people’s lives,” says 
Olga Skripnik, a Crimean human 
rights campaigner. “Many people 
also complain that due to the lack 
of mobile networks they are unable 
to call ambulances and fire depart- 
ments.” 

Accustomed to upheaval after 
a turbulent period during which 
their homeland effectively changed 
hands after an occupation by Rus- 
sian forces and a referendum de- 
nounced by more than 100 nations 
as illegal, many Crimeans are put- 
ting on brave faces. 

“T think the problems will be re- 
solved, everything will be alright,” 
says a newspaper vendor in Sim- 
feropol, the regional capital. 

“We are not worried about any- 
thing, not even the refrigerators,” 
one woman in Simferopol tells 
RFE/RL defiantly. “It’s OK. We’ll 
get through it. We’re used to it.” 

Elderly residents, recalling 
World War П and the shortages 
of the period before and after the 
Soviet breakup of 1991, appear to 
be taking the blackout in stride. 

“What is there to say when there 
is no electricity?” says Valentina, 
an elderly woman sitting on a 
bench in Simferopol. 

“No, wait, we have electricity to- 


day,” she suddenly remembers. 

“That was yesterday,” one of 
her friends corrects from the next 
bench. 

“Today we have no water,” Val- 
entina explains. 

Some Crimean residents, how- 
ever, are losing patience. 

Frustration is mounting over 
the lingering disarray, particularly 
over the transportation problems 
brought on by the blackout — trol- 
leybuses no longer run, traffic lights 
are switched off, and the streets and 
highways are eerily dark. 

Gas stations have been shutting 
down one after the other, creating 
long lines outside those still open 
for service. 

“J don’t understand, why isn’t 
there any electricity?” asks a driv- 
er, queuing up to refuel at a petrol 
station in Simferopol. “We were 
told that Crimea is ready, that it has 
stations which can provide electri- 
city to the whole of Crimea. Why 
aren’t they doing it then. Have they 
vanished?” 

So far, the majority of Crimeans 
appear to blame their woes on 
Ukrainian nationalists and Cri- 
mean Tatars, whose activists have 
been preventing engineers from 
repairing the damaged electricity 
pylons. 

The activists in mainland 
Ukraine, which supplies 70 percent 
of Crimea’s energy needs, said they 
would allow the repair work only 
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Зустріч папи з Порошенком 
контрастувала із зустріччю 
з Путіним - релігієзнавець 


Президент України запросив папу Франциска відвідати 
Україну і повідомив, що той прийняв запрошення 


Тетяна Ярмощук, 
Радіо Свобода 

Президент України Петро 
Порошенко у п'ятницю, 20 ли- 
стопада, здійснив офіційний 
візит до Ватикану і зустрівся з 
папою Римським Франциском. 
Візит розпочався з церемонії 
офіційної зустрічі Порошенка 
разом із дружиною перед Папсь- 
ким палацом. Після цього пре- 
зидент вирушив на зустріч із па- 
пою. Порошенко попросив його 
про завершення беатифікації 
митрополита Андрея Шептиць- 
кого і розпочати цю процедуру 
щодо єпископа Степана Чміля, 
який був духовним наставником 
папи в Аргентині. Також прези- 
дент запросив папу Римського 
відвідати Україну і повідомив, 
що той прийняв запрошен- 
ня. Про підсумки цієї зустрічі 
Радіо Свобода поспілкувалося 
із релігієзнавцем Анатолієм Ба- 
бинським. 

- Ті фотографії з зустрічі, які 
я переглядав, дуже контрасту- 
вали з тим, як папа зустрічався 
з президентом Росії Владіміром 
Путіним. Бачимо, що зустріч 
між українським 
Порошенком i 
ким проходила у досить теплій, 
дружній атмосфері. Ті речі, які 
Порошенко озвучив після цього, 
що він передав папі запрошення 
і папа прийняв його, звичайно, 
ще не говорять, що цей візит 
відбудеться, оскільки папа завж- 
ди приймає такі запрошення, 
але процес підготовки візитів 
понтифіків насправді займає 
дуже багато часу. Але те, що він 
це прийняв - це дає певну надію, 
що цей візит дійсно може все- 
таки відбутися. 

- Якою може бути роль Вати- 
кану у врегулюванні ситуації в 
Україні? 

— Папа зробив і так вже досить 
багато. Думаю, що закулісної ро- 
боти для того, щоб цей конфлікт 
якимось чином був врегульова- 
ний, зроблено чимало. Ви ба- 


президентом 
папою  Римсь- 


Президент України Петро Порошенко разом 


із дружиною Мариною 


під час зустрічі з папою Римським Франциском. Ватикан, 20 


листопада 2015 року 


чили, наприклад, дуже актив- 
ну позицію нунція в Україні, 
архієпископа Томаса Галліксона, 
який нещодавно вже залишив 
цей OAS, але він займав дуже 
відверту проукраїнську позицію, 
поки був в Україні. І, зрозуміло, 
що він не міг цього робити, 
не маючи дозволу з боку апо- 
стольського престолу. 

Вплив папи не може бути дуже 
вирішальним, тому що Російська 
Федерація слухає тільки мову 
сили, але все-таки голос Ватика- 
ну є впливовим. Ми знаємо, що в 
історії дипломатичні намагання, 
дипломатичні ініціативи Апо- 
стольського Престолу неоднора- 
зово приводили до залагодження 
великих конфліктів, наприклад, 
Карибської кризи, оскільки у 
залагодженні брав участь папа 
Іван XXIII - «папа миру», який 
видав цілу енцикліку, присвячену 
миру у світі. Його дипломатичні 
роботи були досить успішними, 
адже Карибська криза була при- 
зупинена. 


- Але щодо України, що кон- 
кретно було зроблено? 
- Перш за все, це те, що Ва- 


тикан постійно наголошував, 
що для вирішення конфлі 
дотри 


жраїні потріюомо 
муватися міжнародного  зако- 
нодавства, домовленостей, які 
існують у міжнародній політиці. 
Якщо ми це розшифровуватиме- 
мо, то, зрозуміло, що такі речі, 
як анексія Криму є неприпусти- 
мими з точки зору міжнародного 
права, а Ватикан постійно на 
цьому наголошував. Звичайно, 
нам би хотілося, щоб він говорив 
гучніше. Часом навіть здавалося, 
що ми є сиротами, що нас поки- 
нули, що папа не хоче різко йти 
на конфронтацію з Владіміром 
Путіним, із патріархом Кирилом, 
намагається це якось диплома- 
тично робити. Але все-таки те, 
що вони постійно наголошува- 
ли на необхідності дотриман- 
ня норм міжнародного права, є 
дуже добрим посилом, який є на 
українському боці. 


YO 


Яценюк порівняв теракти в 


Парижі з агресією Рос 


(Голос Америки) -Глава 
українського уряду Арсеній Яце- 
нюк висловив співчуття французь- 
кому народу у зв'язку із терактами 
у Парижі 13 листопада. Коменту- 
ючи трагедію в інтерв'ю «Голосу 
Америки», прем'єр-міністр також 
порівняв події у Парижі із терак- 
тами 9/11 у США та російською 
агресією на сході України. 

«Ми знаємо, що значить теро- 
ризм. I США знають, що означає 
тероризм також. Україна вже 
втратила тисячі невинних людей, 
тисячі українських військових 
через російську агресію і дії 


терористів. Здається, світ карди- 
нально змінився. Зараз ми маємо 
інший світ - з терором, страхом, 
залякуваннями, агресією, смер- 
тю. | це величезний виклик для 
вільного світу. Єдиний спосіб, як 
на це відповісти - це триматись 
разом, подолати страх. Бо нам 
нема чого боятися, крім самого 
страху, як казав Франклін Руз- 
вельт. Ми маємо боротися і пере- 
могти у цій війні за свободу, за 
волю, наше майбутнє», - сказав 
Яценюк. 

Внаслідок нападів у Парижі в 
ніч з 13 на 14 листопада загину- 
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м: eo e 
країні 
ло понад 120 людей, близько 300 
поранені. Атаки були скоєні на 
шести ділянках по всьому місту. 
Прокуратура Парижа повідомила, 
що семеро із восьми загиблих 
нападників були  терористами- 
смертниками | і загинули в 
результаті спрацювання вибухівки 
на поясі. У Франції оголошено 
надзвичайний стан, на вулиці Па- 
рижа ввели військових. 

Відповідальність за  терак- 
ти взяло Ha себе угрупован- 
ня «Ісламська держава», яку 
французький уряд називає по- 
арабськи Daesh. 
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Edmontonian leads 
training mission in Ukraine |origin MP identified 


By Kevin Maimann, 
Edmonton Sun, November 20, 2015 

An Edmontonian is leading Can- 
ada’s mission to train Ukrainian 
soldiers. 

Major Cindy Legarie is deputy 
commanding officer with Canada’s 
UNIFIER mission, which is bol- 
stering the Ukrainian army in the 
midst of a violent conflict that has 
persisted since the spring of 2014. 

“It’s a fantastic feeling, being 
able to show them different ways 
that they can train, different tactics 
that they can use, and show them 
how Canada does business,” Le- 
garie said, speaking over the phone 
from Starychi, Ukraine, where she 
is stationed at the International 
Peacekeeping and Security Centre. 

“I’m actually very proud of the 
mission that we are doing. І think 
it’s something that all Canadians 
can be proud of. We are really help- 
ing a country that has asked us for 
the help, that are fighting for their 


sovereignty.” 

The mission is a unique chal- 
lenge but also a refreshing change 
of pace for Legarie, who has fought 
combat missions in Afghanistan 
and Bosnia. 

She arrived in August and will be 
in Ukraine until January, when the 
army plans to re-deploy. 

Canada has 200 soldiers under 
her command, and she communi- 
cates through a translator to the 
grateful Ukrainian troops. 

“Our soldiers have been doing a 
phenomenal job,” Legarie said. 

Legarie is a combat engineer of- 
ficer and improvised explosive de- 
vice disposal expert who grew up in 
an Edmonton military family. She 
is currently stationed in Petawawa, 
Ont., where she has a husband and 
daughter waiting for her at home. 

A typical training day in Starychi 
starts at 6 a.m. and ends around 5 
p.m., when Legarie retires to the 
office to prepare for the next day. 


The day’s activities can include 
training in explosive device dis- 
posal, military policing, language, 
casualty evacuation, combat first 
aid, mechanized operations and 
logistics system modernization. 

Ultimately, Legarie wants to 
see the Ukrainian forces equipped 
to conduct the same training with 
their own soldiers. 

“The information exchange be- 
tween the two militaries has been 
phenomenal,” she said. “The 
Uktainians are very excited to 
learn, we are very excited to learn 
from them as well as teach them.” 

The mission’s mandate lasts until 
March 2017. 

Operation Unifier is Canada’s 
contribution to a co-ordinated ef- 
fort with the United States, United 
Kingdom, Lithuania and Latvia to 
strengthen Ukrainian forces in their 
battle against Russia-backed sep- 
aratists who control parts of eastern 
Ukraine. 


B.C. NDP mark 
Holodomor anniversary 


Foiled by Liberals in 2 attempts to introduce commemorative bill 


(UkrNews)—The B.C New 
Democrat leader, John Horgan 
on Noy. 20 extended condolences 
хо Canadians gathering to com- 
memorate the anniversary of the 
Holodomor in Ukraine, and to hon- 
or the many victims of this terrible 
tragedy. 

“The B.C. New Democrats qari 
with Canadians of Ukrainian des- 
cent and people around the world 
to honour the memories of the mil- 
lions of innocent women, men and 
children who died of starvation 
in this infamous famine between 
1932 and 1933. We condemn this 
horrific crime against humanity 
and the policies responsible for the 
terrible events. 

Bruce Ralston, the New Demo- 
crat spokesperson for trade and 
multiculturalism said, 

“Canadians mark the fourth 
Saturday in November as Ukrain- 
ian Famine and Genocide — 
Holodomor. This annual anniver- 


Bruce Ralston 


sary is an important reminder that 
Wwe must remain vigilant to ensure 
we prevent similar crimes from 
being perpetrated on others and to 
help preserve world peace. 

“The Ukrainian people have 
overcome such a terrible history 


UKRAINIAN NATIONAL 
FEDERATION OF CANAD Es 


EDMONTON BRANCH 


and have gone on to build a free 

and democratic country. 
Holodomor is recognized legisla- 

tively by the Canadian provinces of 


Alberta, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
Ontario, and Quebec and over 40 
countries around the world. Ralston, 
on behalf of the B.C New Demo- 
crats, has twice introduced a bill in 
the B.C Legislature, which would 
seek to declare the fourth Satur- 
day in November in each year as a 
proclaimed Ukrainian Famine and 
Genocide (Holodomor) Memorial 
Day to memorialize those who per- 
ished as victims of the Holodomor. 

Both times it was rejected by the 
ruling B.C. Liberals. 

Ralston said, “The Ukrainian- 
Canadian community has made so 
many significant contributions to 
Canadian society and in commem- 
orating the Holodomor; Canadian’s 
reaffirm our commitment to cham- 
pion human rights, freedom, and to 
live in а just, equitable society. 
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Fifteenth Ukrainian- 


(UkrNews)—Ukrainian News has identified another Member of 
Parliament who is of Ukrainian origin. 

He is David Yurdiga,Conservative for Fort McMurray — Cold Lake 

David's grandfather, Sam was born in 1894 in Kyiv. His grandmother, 
Mary was born in 1900 also in Kyiv. They married in 1922. 

Sam came to Canada in 1926 leaving his wife and one daughter in the 
Ukraine. They joined him shortly after that settling in Frains, Alberta, 
near Grassland, in 1929 where the family still resides. 

A Fort McMurray resident, David Yurdiga was first elected as a 
Member of Parliament for Fort McMurray-Athabasca in June 2014. As 
an elected official he sat on both the Transport, and Canadian Heritage 
committees. 

This brings the number of Ukrainian origin MPs Ukrainian News has 
identified to date to 15. 

The others are (East to West): Kyle Peterson - Lib (Newmarket- 
Aurora, Ont); Chrystia Freeland - Lib (University-Rosedle, Ont); 
Julie Dzerowicz - Lib (Davenport, Ont); Borys Wrzesnewskyj - Lib 
(Etobicoke-Centre, Ont); Don Rusnak - (Lib Thunder Вау- Ваїпу River, 
Ont); MaryAnn Mihychuk — Lib (Kildonan-St. Paul, Man); Terry (Taras) 
Duguid - Lib (Winnipeg South, Man.); James Bezan - Con (Selkirk- 
Interlake, Man.); Tom Lukiwski (Moose Jaw-Lake Centre-Lanigan, 
Sask);-Kelly McCauley — Con (Edmonton West, Alta); Rona Ambrose — 
Con (Sturgeon River-Parkland); Jim Eglinski - Con (Yellowhead, Alta); 
Mark Warawa - Con (Langley-Aldergrove, BC) and Dianne Watts — Con 
(South Surrey-White Rock, BC). 


Proudly serving the Ukrainian community 
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Гасло «Завжди разом» на мітингу в центрі Києва на знак 
солідарності з Ізраїлем, І листопада 2015 року 


Євреї захищають 
Україну в АТО 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

На мітингах правих сил у Києві 21-22 листопада лунали 
антисемітські заклики. Експерти зазначають, що такі випад- 
ки на руку Кремлю, який звинувачує українців в антисемітизмі і 
ксенофобії, використовуючи «єврейську карту» для створення нега- 
тивного іміджу нинішній владі України. Директор Українського цен- 
тру вивчення історії Голокосту Анатолій Подольський у розмові з 
Радіо Свобода міркує, чи мова ворожнечі, що пролунала на Майдані 
напередодні, є свідомою провокацією, чи це сплеск емоцій? 

- Українські євреї показали себе прихильниками та симпатика- 
ми Революції гідності. Треба хоча б згадати участь багатьох з них 
у подіях на Майдані, лист єврейської громади України російському 
президентові в березні 2014 року, в якому йдеться про те, що Україна 
- це батьківщина для українських євреїв, й вони розділяють разом з 
усіма долю України. 

- Тобто, ми говоримо про підтримку української державності з 
боку українського єврейства?.. 

Путінський режим та частина єврейських російських організацій, 
підконтрольних Кремлю, були розчаровані, що єврейські лідери 
України надали потужну підтримку своїй країні 

- Так, і це дієва, практична підтримка. Наприклад, українські 
євреї захищають державу в АТО, допомагають Збройним силам, 
Національній гвардії, добровольчим батальйонам. Я вважаю, що 
у цілому путінський режим та частина єврейських російських 
організацій, підконтрольних Кремлю, були розчаровані, що єврейські 
лідери України надали потужну підтримку своїй країні, правам люди- 
ни, ане інтересам російської диктатури, а також підтримали кримсь- 
ких татар тощо... Тому те, що на мітингах радикальних сил лунають 
ксенофобські заклики, може бути як провокація з прокремлівського 
боку, а можливо, що антисемітські випади зараз в Україні можуть і 
не мати стосунку до Путіна. 

- Чи є серед правих радикалів політики, які - свідомо чи ні — 
сповідують антисемітизм? 

- На жаль, серед так званих праворадикалів в Україні справді мож- 
на знайти антисемітів. Так, ксенофобські (антисемітські) настрої мож- 
на бачити у ВО «Свобода», до антисемітизму тяжіє і той же Андрій 
Білецький з його «соціально-національними» поглядами. Як на мене, у 
цьому контексті не дуже добре виглядає відкриття пам'ятника козаць- 
ким ватажкам Іванові Гонті i Максимові Залізняку в Умані. 

У місті просто відкрито пам'ятник - без пояснень, без, сказати б, 
роботи розуму та душі, без справжнього примирення. 

- Як громадянське суспільство і влада мають реагувати на прояви 
антисемітизму, ксенофобії, на мову ворожнечі? 

- Дякувати Богові, в Україні є громадянське суспільство. Реа- 
гувати треба чесно, не треба боятись непопулярності або «ото 
потім скажуть». Дуже важливу роль відіграє освіта, яка виховува- 
тиме толерантність i повагу до українців різних національностей 
i релігійних уподобань. Зараз, наприклад, низка неурядових — Ha- 
укових та освітніх - інституцій розробляють надзвичайно важливі 
та актуальні освітні проекти з проблематики толерантності й 
полікультурності. Так, ми провели семінар на тему «Навчальні 
програми з проблем дискримінації, ксенофобії та антисемітизму», 
його підтримала місія ОБСЄ. Учасниками таких заходів є студен- 
ти, школярі, вчителі шкіл, викладачі університетів, громадські 
діячі... Ми у Центрі дослідження Голокосту маємо чималий список 
українських освітян, студентів, науковців, які з нами співпрацюють. 
Я дуже вірю в позитивні результати такого інтелектуального підходу! 

- Антиукраїнські «інформаційні диверсії» Кремля насаджують 
Заходу думку про «київську хунту», про ксенофобію українців. То 
якою, на Вашу думку, має бути відповідь «жидобандерівців»? 

-Найліпша відповідь проти фантома «київської хунти» — це справи: 
підтримка розвитку культур національних меншин на всіх рівнях. 
Давайте покажемо світові: ось наші єврейські, грецькі, російські 
громади, вони вболівають за долю України. І вони не є ніякими 
«іноземними агентами», як їх би називали у путінській Росії! 

— Найліпша відповідь проти фантома «київської хунти» — це спра- 
ви: потужна соціальна, політична, культурна діяльність національних 
громад, підтримка розвитку культур національних меншин на 
всіх рівнях. Маємо велику кількість громадських (неурядових) 
організацій, основний зміст роботи яких лежить у просвітництві, 
у розвитку полікультурної освіти в Україні. Їхню діяльність треба 
підтримувати, а також пропагувати в Україні і за кордоном. 

Давайте покажемо світові: ось наші єврейські, грецькі, російські 
громади, ось вони працюють в українському полі, вони вболівають 
за долю України. І вони не є ніякими «іноземними агентами», як їх 
би називали у путінській Росії! 
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Країни НАТО не залишать Україну 
сам-на-сам у конфлікті - генерал США 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Сполучені Штати Америки і їхні партнери по 
НАТО, попри події у Сирії, не залишать Україну 
наодинці зросійським агресором на Донбасі, заявив 
23 листопада на Яворівському полігоні командувач 
Сухопутних військ Збройних сил США в Європі, 
генерал-лейтенант Фредерік Годжес. I як доказ 
підтримки України назвав масштабні військові 
навчання, які розпочалися нині на полігоні. 

Тільки-но завершились військові навчання для 
бійців Нацгвардії, які тривали з квітня до листопада 
цього року, як одразу розпочались нові тренування, 
але цього разу - для військовослужбовців Збройних 
сил. Триватиме вишкіл до березня 2017 року, і 
через нього пройдуть понад 5 тисяч контрактників 
з 5 батальйонів механізованих бригад, які мають 
бойовий досвід. 

Бійці 24-ї механізованої бригади розповіли, що 
проживають на полігоні у наметах, харчуються 
разом з представниками натовських військ. На 
запитання, де краще годують, на полігоні чи у зоні 
АТО, розсміялись, що про таку їжу на передовій 
можна хіба що мріяти, А ось чого хочуть навчитись 
бійці, коли вже тривалий час воюють на Сході? 

«Важливо набратись досвіду у їхній тактиці, 
а ще - медична допомога, тактика зачистки 
території», - каже військовослужбовець ЗСУ 
Богдан Коцовський у коментарі Радіо Свобода. 

«Головне - досвід, а побачимо, чого нас навчать, 
що ми вміємо, що з того вийде», - продовжив боєць 
Володимир Дем'янюк. 

Тренуватимуть українських піхотинців 
і  артилеристів з понад 300 американських 
десантників, понад 200 канадійських військових 
інструкторів та 16 литовських. Американські 
сержанти розповіли Радіо Свобода, що програма 
навчань передбачає тренування з тактики, вогневої 
підготовки, організації зв'язку, надання медичної 
допомоги, зокрема, і собі самому, протидії 
вибухонебезпечним пристроям. Тобто, вчитимуть 
веденню бойових дій в обороні, наступі і рейдових 
діях. 

«Сьогодні розпочинаємо вчитись, як маскуватись 
і пересуватись у зоні бойових дій», каже сержант 
армії США Вайтгорс. 

«Ми спілкувались з українськими бійцями, коли 
разом харчувались, багато почули про те, як вони 
воюють, нам їхній досвід цікавий», - зауважив 
сержант Аренс. 


На Яворівському полігоні 75 американських 
військових 


інструкторів | вчать українських 
артилеристів користуватись рухомими 
радіолокаційними станціями  контрбатарейної 


боротьби АМ/ТРО-36, які тиждень тому доставили 
зі США до Львова. 

«Ці радари дуже потрібні ЗСУ, надають 
координати батарей, що стріляють, у нас таких 
не було, ми можемо визначати активні батареї до 
36 кілометрів. Вони (військові - ред.) пройдуть 
підготовку i звідси підуть на Схід, тут навчаються 
ті підрозділи, які й поїдуть», - наголосив 
командувач Сухопутних військ ЗСУ України 
Анатолій Пушняков. 

Годжес позитивно оцінив тренувальний центр 
на Львівщині. Яворівський полігон надалі 
розбудовуватимуть спільно США та Україна. 

«США разом з країнами НАТО надалі 
тиснутимуть на Росію, щоб вона повернулась 
до дотримання міжнародного права і поважала 
суверенітет України», - наголосив американський 
генерал. 

«Побоювання щодо ключових союзників 
України перебільшені і безпідставні, наша 
присутність тут, довготривала присутність наших 
військових тут - це ознака поважної, постійної, 
тривалої солідарності з українським народом», — 
каже посол Канади в Україні Роман Ващук. 

США надали Україні фінансової допомоги 
для армії на понад 260 мільйонів доларів, а це 
доставка двох сучасних радарів, тренування 
військовослужбовців, автомобілі. 

«Ще важливішим за суму в доларах є 
партнерство, яке формується між українськими 
та американськими 0 Збройними силами i 
нашими союзниками. Вони тут перебувають з 
місією допомогти модернізації i реформуванню 
Збройних сил України і сил безпекового сектору. 
Ця допомога базується на нашій вірі в те, що 
реформування безпекового сектору України, 
підвищення її можливостей, успішний захист нею 
свого суверенітету, територіальної цілісності - це 
важливий крок в її демократичному розвитку і на 


шляху євроінтеграції», - наголосив Радіо Свобода 


посол США в Україні Джеффрі Паєтт. 

Кожні два-три місяці відбуватиметься ротація 
українських військовослужбовців-контрактників 
із зони ATO. Після вишколу вони знову 
повернуться на Донбас. 


Під час Майдану «тітушки» діяли як загін міліції — 


Анастасія Москвичова, Радіо Свобода 

Під час подій Майдану тітушки діяли пліч- 
о-пліч із «Беркутом» як ще один загін міліції 
— зі зброєю та спецзасобами, їх координував екс- 
міністр внутрішніх справ Віталій Захарченко та 
його оточення. Про це, продовжуючи звітувати 
щодо проміжних результатів майже дворічного 
слідства, заявили представники української Ген- 
прокуратуйи. За їхніми словами, доля кількох со- 
тень автоматів, виданих тітушкам, правоохорон- 
цям наразі невідома, значна частина підозрюваних 
у викраденнях, побиттях та вбивствах активістів 
переховується у Росії. 

Близько мільйона гривень із бюджету витратив 
режим Януковича на світлошумові гранати, димові 
шашки та інші спецзасоби, які застосовувались до 
протестувальників на Майдані. Про це розповів 
керівник управління спеціальних розслідувань 
Генеральної прокуратури України Сергій Горбатюк, 
підводячи підсумки другого року розслідувань тих 
подій. За його словами, слідство встановило, що 
колишній очільник МВС Віталій Захарченко та його 
оточення за вказівкою президента координувало i 
фінансувало загони тітушок, яких разом із «Берку- 
том» використовували для «брудної роботи». 

«Була велика кількість осіб із Харкова, з такого 
угруповання, як «Оплот» під керівництвом Жиліна. 
Це були «тітушки» із міст Києва, Житомира, Білої 
Церкви, Ніжина та інших регіонів України», — ro- 
ворить Горбатюк. 

Генеральна прокуратура заявила, що «тітушкам» 
видали понад 400 одиниць вогнепальної зброї і 
близько 90 тисяч патронів. 

Доля 408 автоматів із відомчих складів наразі 
невідома, зауважує Сергій  Тіхонов, заступ- 
ник начальника департаменту карного розшуку 
Національної поліції. 

«За час розслідування нам вдалося знайти та вилу- 
чити шість таких автоматів у представників злочин- 
них груп. Два з них, у тому числі, - у тих осіб, яким 
висловлено підозру у вбивстві Веремія (журналіст 
газети «Вести» В'ячеслав Веремій, який загинув від 
вогнепального поранення вночі 19 лютого минулого 


ГПУ 


року в Києві — ред.)», - повідомив він. 

Напередодні Адміністративний cya Києва 
змінив запобіжний захід із тримання під вар- 
тою на домашній арешт колишньому команди- 
ру львівського «Беркута» Ростиславові Пацеля- 
ку, якого підозрюють у насильницькому розгоні 
мирної акції у лютому 2014-го, внаслідок чого 
троє людей загинуло. Представник Генеральної 
прокуратури Сергій Горбатюк назвав такі дії суду 
саботажем розслідування і навів приклад втечі 13- 
під домашнього арешту екс-командира роти «Бер- 
кута» Дмитра Садовника. 

«Вчора на судовому засіданні мотивацію не 
було оголошено, тільки оголошено резолютивну 
частину: не можемо навіть оцінити, а що саме 
призвело до такого рішення, - каже Горбатюк. 
- Найгірше те, що ми і реагувати не можемо, бо 
рішення апеляційної інстанції остаточне і оскар- 
женню не підлягає». 

Дійсно, у порівнянні з часами, коли відбувався 
Майдан, значно більше людей відпускають під 
домашній арешт замість тримання під вартою, 
зауважує Валерія Рибак, координатор групи гро- 
мадського спостереження «Озон», яка моніторить 
громадські акції та судові засідання. Водночас, за 
її словами, адвокати постраждалих під час Майда- 
ну нарікають на брак слідчих дій у вже відкритих 
провадженнях і відмову відкривати нові. 

«Велика проблема, що ці судові процеси не 
об'єднуються. Кожен розглядається окремо. Тому 
i є можливими такі моменти, коли люди зникають 
фактично під час розгляду», - зауважує активістка. 

Значна частина підозрюваних (зокрема, як 
раніше повідомлялося, лідер харківського «Опло- 
ту» Євген Жилін) переховуються у Росії, домо- 
витися про екстрадицію донині не вдається. Во- 
дночас, за словами Сергія Горбатюка, Інтерпол 
відмовляється оголошувати у міжнародний роз- 
шук частину підозрюваних у причетності до 
злочинів на Майдані, вбачаючи там політичне 
переслідування. 

Загалом, сьогодні правоохоронці розслідують по- 
над дві тисячі злочинів, скоєних під час Майдану. 
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Why Ukraine supplies electricity to Crimea, апа why it чн 


By Anna Shamanska 

(RFE/RL)—Who stands behind 
the destruction of electricity pylons 
in southern Ukraine that left almost 
2 million residents of Crimea in the 
dark? And why isn’t Russia sup- 
plying power to its annexed terri- 
tory in the first place? 

RFE/RL’s Current Time provides 
answers to these and other ques- 
tions related to the Crimean energy 
sector and the blackout that left the 
peninsula in a state of emergency. 


What Happened? 

On the moming of November 
20, two power lines in Chaplynka, 
Kherson Oblast, were damaged by 
antitank missiles. In the early hours 
of November 22, four pylons that 
carried electricity from mainland 
Ukraine into the annexed Crimean 
Peninsula were destroyed. 

As a result, Crimea completely 
lost power for about 6 1/2 hours. 
Later, generators were used to re- 
store power to some cities and the 
Russian Ministry of Energy cre- 
ated a schedule according to which 
certain areas of Crimea are pow- 
ered down for a few hours daily. 
Districts in Sevastopol, a large 
Crimean city that hosts a Russian 
naval base, receive electricity for 


Powerless 


Cont. from P. 1 


if Russia released “political prison- 
ers” —a reference to a number of 
opponents of Russian annexation 
who have been jailed on charges 
supporters say are trumped-up — 
and let Crimean Tatar leaders re- 


turn to Crimea. 
But inside Crimea, too, some fin- 


gers are pointing at local authorities. 

Moscow has vowed to ship hun- 
dreds of emergency generators and 
has started laying undersea cables 
to connect Crimea to its power 
grid. The switch, however, will 


three hours at a time. 

This can mean long waits with- 
out electricity. RFE/RL Crimean 
Desk journalist Zair Akadyrov, 
who lives in Simferopol, writes on 
Facebook that the central district of 
the Crimean capital had no power 
for 34 hours in a row. 

The Ukrainian company respon- 
sible for supplying Crimea with 
electricity, Ukrenergo, claims the 
peninsula is critically dependent 
on Ukrainian supplies. Ukrenergo 
claims that Ukraine supplies Cri- 
mea with 650 megawatts of elec- 
tricity daily, while the peninsula 
requires 900-950. 


Who Is Behind 
The Explosions? 

Nobody has yet taken respon- 
sibility for blowing up the power 
lines, but Ukraine’s Security Ser- 
vice claims that they have identi- 
fied a group of suspects. 

Activists who have been enfor- 
cing a blockade of Ukrainian goods 
from entering Crimea since Sep- 
tember 20 have denied responsibil- 
ity, though they have not distanced 
themselves from the act. Prior to 
the explosions, on November 12, 
the blockade’s coordinator, Lenur 
Islyamov, had said he would stop 


in Crimea 


take years to complete. 

In the meantime, Crimeans are 
bracing for weeks of disruptions 
and shortages. 

The senior official among the 
Russian authorities who control 
Crimea, Sergei Aksyonoy, said it 
inight take his government an en- 
tire month to restore electricity to 


the peninsula. 

“Tf you seize a territory,” Dmitry, 
a resident of the southern port city 
of Feodosia, tells RFE/RL, “then 
please be kind enough to supply 
electricity.” 


Ukraine marks 
Euromaidan’s 
second anniversary 


(RFE/RL)—People across 
Ukraine are marking the Day of 
Dignity and Freedom, a holiday 
commemorating the 2013 begin- 
ning of the Euromaidan protests 
that ousted former President Viktor 
Yanukovych. 

Government officials, Maidan 
protest participants, and ordin- 
ary citizens on November 21 held 
ceremonies and placed flowers at 
a Kyiv monument to the "Неау- 
enly Hundred” — protesters who 
were killed in clashes with security 
forces during the protest. 

Commemorations were held in 
other cities as well. 

The Euromaidan protest move- 
ment began when protesters gath- 
ered in central Kyiv after Yanuko- 
vych announced he was postponing 
plans to sign an Association Agree- 
ment with the European Union and 


would seek closer economic ties 
with Russia. 

In February 2014, Yanukovych 
fled to Russia and was removed 
from office. 

Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko congratulated the nation 
on the occasion of the anniversary 
and announced that he had signed 
a packet of laws aimed at securing 
visa-free travel with the EU. 

“T know that people are not satis- 
fied with the quality and pace of 
the [post-Euromaidan] changes,” 
Poroshenko said in a written state- 
ment. “The reforms that have been 
begun have not yet brought about 
an improvement in living standards. 
But war has never brought about 
flourishing. We have endured and 
are enduring both military action on 
our territory and far-reaching eco- 
nomic aggression from Russia.” 


Ukraine Flag attached to Moscow skyscraper 


(RFE/RL)—Police in Moscow 
have detained three people after 
they attached Ukraine’s national 
flag to scaffolding on a Stalin-era 
skyscraper. 

The stunt took place on Noy- 
ember 23, two years after the start 
of the Euromaidan protests that 


ousted former President Viktor 
Yanukovych in February 2014. 

In August last year, five Rus- 
sian men and women held a similar 
stunt in which a Soviet red star atop 
the same building was painted in 
the yellow-and-blue colors of the 
Ukrainian flag. 


patrolling the territory around the 
power lines to give “any activists 
an opportunity” to damage them. 

When the attacks did take place, 
Islyamoy said they could have been 
orchestrated by anybody. 

“It could have been saboteurs 
who came from Crimea or sabo- 
teurs who are here or it could have 
been Ukraine’s patriots. It could 
have been anybody, but we have 
nothing to do with this,” he said. 

The activists, however, рге- 
vented officials from accessing the 
site to repair the damage. The only 
repair works so far have been to 


) ground the electricity wires. 


АКзуопоу has promised to find 
“all these scumbags” who took part 
in the incident. 


Why Is Ukraine Supplying 
Electricity To Crimea 
In The First Place? 

Ukraine’s electricity sector is run 
by a state company called Ukrener- 
go. It is a network of electricity, 
heating, and other energy facilities 
with a common mode of genera- 
tion, transmission, and distribution 
of electricity and heat. Therefore, it 
may not make any decisions about 
cutting power supplies on its own, 
especially if these decisions go 
against Ukrainian law or any other 
contract Ukrenergo previously 
signed. 

Ukraine is also a signatory of 
the 1991 Energy Charter Treaty, a 
document that defines the rule of 
cross-border work for the energy 
industry. The document specific- 
ally states that “the transit of ener- 
gy materials and products may not 
be interrupted or reduced in the 
case of a dispute on transit arrange- 
ments before the relevant dispute 
settlement procedures have been 
followed.” 

If Ukraine were to reduce its elec- 
tricity supply to Crimea, it would 
also have to reduce the capacity of 
its own nuclear power plants as the 


energy markets of Ukraine and Cri- 
mea are interconnected. Ukraine 
already reduced the capacities of 
four of its nuclear plants. 

“Thus we damage, even ifa little 
bit, the energy market, because 
it increases the cost of electricity 
production. Moreover, we need to 
provide for Kherson and Mykolaiv 
oblasts. We already, unfortunately, 
see evidence that parts of these ob- 
lasts may be without power,” said 
Yuriy Korolchuk, an expert from 
the Institute of Energy, in an inter- 
view with RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service. 

Ukraine will also suffer financial 
losses from a cut in electricity. The 
country’s energy minister, Volody- 
myr Demchyshyn, said that Kyiv 
made approximately 300 million 
hryvnias (more than $12.5 million) 
in the last 10 months through elec- 
tricity sales to Crimea. 


Why Doesn’t Russia Supply 
Crimea With Electricity? 

Ukraine was covering all addi- 
tional Crimean electricity needs 
before the current crisis. Therefore, 
for Russia, it wasn’t a pressing 
issue. But the peninsula is not con- 
nected to Russia by land, so pro- 
viding it with electricity without 
going through Ukraine is a difficult 
proposition. 

Russian Energy Minister Alek- 
sandr Novak has promised that by 
the end of December the first part 
of an energy bridge between Rus- 
sia and Crimea will be finished, al- 
lowing Russian electricity to cover 
70-80 percent of the peninsula’s 
electricity needs. Russia plans 
to finish the construction in May 
2016. 

“Crimea will be completely pro- 
vided with electricity by its own 
generation and energy system 
transfers from Russia,” said No- 
vak. 

However, Ukraine’s former min- 
ister of energy and coal industry, 


Vadym Ulyda, says that Crimea 
would need at least two to three 
years to become energy-independ- 
ent from Ukraine. While construc- 
tion of the energy bridge between 
Ukraine and Russia will soon be 
completed, it won’t immediately 
be technically ready to bring relief 
to the peninsula. 

For now, Russia is planning to 
send 300 low-power generators to 
Crimea. 


What Is Ukraine’s 
Official Stance? 

While the government has said 
it will attempt to repair the lines, 
Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko has also said Kyiv should 
heed activists’ demands to suspend 
reciprocal cargo transport and trade 
between Ukraine and Crimea. (Ac- 
tivists have been blocking cargo 
transports without explicit approv- 
al from the Ukrainian government 
since September.) 

Prime Minister Arseniy Yat- 
senyuk also announced a tempor- 
ary ban on cargo transportation 
between mainland Ukraine and 
Crimea shortly after Poroshenko’s 
statement. 

Some say that suspension of 
market relations with Crimea on 
the official level would satisfy the 
activists so that the power lines 
may be accessed and repaired. 


How Have Crimeans 
Reacted To The Lack Of Power? 

Some Crimeans reacted to the 
blockade with stoicism. 

“We know these radicals. We’ve 
lived with them for 20 years. They 
can’t scare Crimeans with it,” said 
a woman in an interview with RFE/ 
RL’s Crimean Desk. 

Others, however, seem to be 
giving up on the idea that Crimea 
would ever return to Ukraine. “We 
are not worried. Soon we’ll refuse 
Ukraine completely. Its water and 
electricity, too,” said a man. 


Possible rapprochement stokes fears 
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and head of Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko’s Humanitarian 
Policies Department, told RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service that if the West 
forgets about Ukraine, then “in sev- 
eral months [Russia’s] hybrid war 
will expand to the Baltic states and 
beyond, something that our Baltic 
colleagues are lamenting right now.” 

Some politicians in Poland, 
where a new government deeply 
distrustful of Russia was sworn 
in on November 16, have likened 
Hollande’s decision to join forces 
with Moscow to siding with Soviet 


dictator Josef Stalin to fight the 
Nazis during World War II. 

Russian political analyst Andrei 
Piontkovsky said on November 16 
that the West can deal with IS mil- 
itants without Russia, but that this 
will take “political will.” 

He added that it would even be 
easier for the West to fight IS if it did 
not have to compromise with Putin 
and his dependent ally, Assad. 

But Stoicescu and Goble say that 
Putin is mistaken if he believes he 
will get a pass on Ukraine or be 
able to slouch on the Minsk agree- 
ment because of Russia’s bombing 


raids in Syria. 

The Wall Street Journal on 
November 18 quoted EU officials 
and diplomats as saying that the 
28-member bloc was likely to ex- 
tend Ukraine-related economic 
sanctions on Moscow, which are 
set to expire in January. 

“All of Putin’s dreams about the 
handing over to him of Ukraine in 
the context of an ‘anti-Hitler coali- 
tion’ in the same way that Eastern 
Europe was handed over to Stalin, 
were not realized” at the November 
15-16 Group of 20 summit in Tur- 
key, Piontkovsky said. 


Poroshenko hails EU parliaments’ 
ratification of Association Agreement 


RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko says the par- 
liaments of all European Union 
member states have completed the 
process of ratifying the bloc’s As- 
sociation Agreement with Ukraine. 

Poroshenko tweeted that, with 
the agreement’s ratification by the 
Brussels regional parliament and a 
Belgian language commission on 
November 20, all 28 member states 
have now approved Ukraine’s pact 
with the European Union. 

He said in a second tweet that 


“[The] EU just informed us that all 
is ready to launch a free trade zone 
with Ukraine as of Jan. 1, 2016.” 

The EU is already Ukraine’s big- 
gest trading partner, with Kyiv con- 
ducting more than one-third of its 
trade with EU members. 

Ukraine signed the political por- 
tion of the Association Agreement 
with Brussels in March 2014, and the 
economic section three months later. 

In September 2014, the estab- 
lishment of a Ukrainian-EU free- 
trade zone was postponed until De- 


cember 31, 2015 after complaints 
from Russia. 

EU Trade Commissioner Cecilia 
Malmstroem said during a visit to 
Kyiv the previous week that the EU- 
Ukraine Deep and Comprehensive 
Free Trade Area (DCFTA) agree- 
ment will “send a powerful signal 
that the regulatory environment in 
Ukzaine is modern and efficient.” 

The EU will gradually lift tariffs 
and other trade barriers as Ukraine 
meets conditions set forth in the 
DCFTA. 
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No to any pact with the devil 


Since the terrorist massacres in Paris, French President Francois Hol- 
lande has been seeking a “grand coalition” to fight the Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria (ISIS). 

Unfortunately this quest has led him to Moscow to court Russian Dic- 
tator Vladimir Putin, hoping to have him join a common front against the 
militant Islamist group that has claimed responsibility for the attacks in 
Paris on Nov. 13 that killed 130 people. 

“Our enemy is Daesh, Islamic State, it has territory, an army and re- 
sources, 50 we must create this large coalition to hit these terrorists,” 
Hollande said in televised remarks at the start of bilateral talks with the 
7 Russian leader in the Kremlin. 

“I’m in Moscow with you to see how we can act together апа coordin- 
ate so that we can strike this terrorist group, but also reach a solution for 
peace,” he added. 

Putin said Moscow was ready to unite with Paris against a “mutual 
enemy” following the downing of the Russian airliner and the attacks in 
Paris. 

What’s more, on the eve of Hollande’s visit, French Prime Minster 
Manuel Valls gave his clearest indication yet the punishing travel and 
financial restrictions placed on Russia over its role in eastern Ukraine 
could end. 

“We hope that sanctions against Russia may be lifted, but it must fulfil 
its part of the contract... which it signed in the context of the Minsk ac- 
cords,” Valls said. 

“We are conscious of the role and place of Russia in the world, in Eur- 
ope and in our relationship, which is historic.” 

This totally ignores the fact that Russia has repeatedly violated the 
Minsk agreements and the sanctions were first put in place because Rus- 
sia illegally annexed Crimea. Does this mean the French are now willing 
to ignore Russia’s illegal annexation? 

Whatever the intentions may be, any attempt to suddenly ally with Pu- 
tin and give him some sort of credibility on the world stage is fraught 
with danger and serves only to legitimize his blatant aggression against 
Ukraine and other countries. 

First of all, 80 percent of Russia’s bombing raids in Syria have not 
targeted ISIS — but the U.S. backed democratic opposition to Syrian Dic- 
tator Bashad al Assad. 

Secondly, Russia itself 15 a terrorist state. The only difference between 
Putin’s Russia and ISIS is that Russia is much more powerful than ISIS 
nd possesses a nuclear arsenal. 

Let us not forget that it was Russia that illegally invaded and an- 
nexed Crimea in violation of the 1994 Budapest Memorandum by which 
Ukraine voluntarily gave up its nuclear weapons and the other signatories 
to the agreement — the United States and the United Kingdom — did noth- 
ing to prevent this. 

Let us not forget that Russia has financed and provided arms to its ter- 
rorist proxies in the Donbas killing thousands of innocent Ukrainians and 
leaving millions homeless. 

Let us not forget that it was the Russian military itself — not some rag- 
tag terrorists — that shot down a civilian airliner (Malaysia Airlines Flight 
17), killing all 283 passengers and 15 crew on board. 

Let us not forget that Russia has repeatedly violated other country’s 
airspace with reckless impunity. It was such impunity that prompted a 
Russian pilot to violate Turkish airspace despite repeated warnings. A 
shoot down of a Russian plane was bound to happen at one point or an- 
other, given Putin’s reckless adventurism. 

While we sympathize with the French, share their pain for the losses 
in the terrorist attacks, clearly see the need to retaliate against ISIS and 
destroy the terrorist state, we cannot condone any move that would bring 
the West closer to Russia and somehow give Putin a sense of legitimacy 
on the world stage. 

Any agreement with Putin is nothing but a pact with the devil. 
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WWII Ukrainian refugees 
provide a lesson for today 


By Lubomyr Luciuk 

Canada has been good to refugees. 

I should know. My late parents were both politic- 
al refugees, fleeing the Soviet and Nazi occupations 
that eviscerated Ukraine, before, during, and after the 
Second World War. 

Like millions of others, they found themselves in 
Western Europe at war’s end, their homeland no long- 
er theirs. They could not return. They were known as 
DPs (Displaced Persons). 

They were fortunate because most Canadians wel- 
comed DP immigration. If they had not I would not 
be here. Canada alone took in over 35,000 Ukrainians 
and many more of other ethnic, national, and religious 
origins. Ours is a generous land. 

Within the exile community I grew up in there was 
nothing but gratitude for the sanctuary this country 
had offered. Certainly, the DPs faced some prejudice 
and more than a little ignorance about who they were 
and why they had left their homeland. And few would 
become here what they may have been in Ukraine. But 
most endured, believing their hard work and sacrifices 
would create better futures for their children and chil- 
dren’s children. That proved true. 

Being refugees most DPs maintained an abiding in- 
terest in the fate of the homeland they had been forced 
to leave behind, hoping that, someday, they could re- 
turn to a free Ukraine. It used to be said they were 
living on packed suitcases. I still have the luggage that 
came over on the proverbial boat transporting my par- 
ents to Canada. I pass that battered piece daily as I 
enter my study. It reminds me of what they suffered, 
what they accomplished, and of how good Canada 
was to them. 

But their immigration to Canada was not rushed. 
Like hundreds of thousands of other refugees they 
were obliged to register and live in a DP camp, for 
several years, while the overseeing authorities con- 
firmed their identities, ran security checks, deter- 
mined what skills they had, taught them English and, 
gradually, allowed for their measured resettlement to 
occur, not just to Canada but to other countries in the 
West, including the UK, Belgium, Australia, the USA, 
and France. Of course, the DPs had some choice about 
which country they would go to, but only some. And 
the receiving countries could be quite picky about 
whom they wanted — in Canada’s case the selection 
process favoured, for example, young, single men for 


the mining towns and lumber camps of north-central 
Ontario, farm hands for Prairie homesteads and do- 
mestics and industrial workers for the larger urban 
centres of central Canada. Needless to say artists, 
poets, writers, clergymen and even émigré politicians 
were less likely to be first in line for transport — Can- 
ada offered asylum but met its own needs. It gave, but 
it also took. Fair enough. 

In concert with UN officials, Canadian immigration 
officers in the field represented this country’s frontline 
gatekeepers. Once these experienced men and women 
made their selections, the chosen were carefully 
directed to specific communities, wherever they were 
needed. My parents were sent to Kingston. All DPs 
were obliged to remain where they were placed for 2 
years, while working to pay back the cost of passage. 
So even as they left the DP camps these migrants had 
financial responsibilities to the country that accepted 
them. They did not get to decide where they would 
live, or work, and their access to this country’s health 
care and social security safety nets was limited — they 
knew they had been protected from harm and were 
being given a second chance to rebuild their lives, 
without much mollycoddling. That is all real refugees 
want. 

The DPs were grateful. While some failed, the hor- 
rors they suffered bringing them down, most gave 
back much more than they received from the coun- 
tries that sheltered them, save perhaps for the gift of 
freedom, which they found priceless. ; 

In considering the contemporary refugee crisis in 
Europe we could do well by remembering how the 
DPs were treated. After their protection was first en- 
sured, in refugee camps where they could rest, recu- 
perate, and pause to think about what they should do 
next, their material and other needs were attended to. 
Meanwhile, they were thoroughly vetted. Only grad- 
ually were they directed to chosen places of resettle- 
ment. This commonsensical solution to a historic 
refugee crisis proved beneficial to the DPs and to the 
countries that accepted them. There is nothing to say 


it could пої work ббнаненаананні на імацінйізіаціночн Й 


Lubomyr Luciuk is a professor of political geography 
at the Royal Military College of Canada and author 
of Searching for Place: Ukrainian Displaced Per- 
sons, Canada 3and the Migration of Memory (Uni- 
versity of Toronto Press, 2000). 


Ukraine is not a bargaining chip 
for Putin’s support against ISIS 


By Шог Kozak 

(Atlantic Council)—A month and a half ago, while 
traveling along the frontlines of eastern Ukraine, 
I predicted that the Minsk II ceasefire agreements 
would not be respected by the Kremlin and its puppet 
Peoples’ Republics. It was clear to me — in spite of a 
tentative ceasefire put in place on October 2 —t hat the 
situation in the Donbas would continue to deteriorate. 

Unfortunately, my projections were right. Fighting 
has flared up again. Over the last three weeks, Ukrain- 
ian field commanders, humanitarian volunteers, and 
local journalists told me that the Russia-backed fight- 
ers have been engaging in provocative shootings from 
mortars, heavy machine guns, automatic weapons, and 
snipers, and that these have become a regular occur- 
rence along the entire frontline. On several occasions, 
the separatists have even brazenly launched full-fledged 
frontal assaults on Ukrainian positions. Saboteurs have 
crossed into territory controlled by Ukrainian forces to 
place anti-personnel mines. Reconnaissance groups and 
drones have become regular features, collecting tactical 
information. The Kremlin continues to provide large 
quantities of weapons, ammunition, equipment, and 
supplies to the separatists, while Russian military spe- 
cialists are training the so-called rebels and mercenaries, 
thus transforming these rag-tag formations into a regular 
fighting force. Consequently, Ukrainian casualties are 
mounting and their frequency is rising. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has no intention of 
releasing the Donbas from his grasp. Instead, he is at- 
tempting to freeze the conflict indefinitely in order to ex- 
ert pressure on Kyiv and the West, while keeping open 
the possibility to advance further at any point in time. 
The Kremlin’s rationale behind its recent escalation on 
the frontlines is to achieve a frozen conflict by gradually 
sabotaging the execution of the Minsk II agreements 
without triggering more Western sanctions. 


The,tragic events in Paris and the intensification of 
the Wists fight against ISIS put anew spin on the Rus- 
sian-Ukrainian conflict. The West, especially France, 
whose President Fran¢ois Hollande is scheduled to 
travel to Moscow on November 26, needs Russia’s 
cooperation against ISIS and Syrian President Bashar 
Assad. Western leaders are asking Putin to agree to a 
formula, where Assad could be removed from power, 
thus hopefully halting the country’s five-year civil 
war. They are also calling for the Russian military 
to stop attacking the pro-Western Syrian rebels, and 
to focus on fighting ISIS instead. Putin seems to be 
open to considering these options. However, he will 
undoubtedly expect something in return. The Kremlin 
wants the West to recognize Crimea as part of Rus- 
sia (if not de jure, then at least de facto), and accept 
the frozen conflict in the Donbas. They also want the 
West to drop its economic sanctions, reinstate Rus- 
sia’s membership in the G-8, and return to business as 
usual. Following the G-20 summit in Antalya, Turkey, 
on November 15 and 16, some Western leaders were 
quick to remark that while they want Russia’s sup- 
port and cooperation in the Middle East, they have 
no intention to make compromises on Ukraine. This, 
however, begs the question: If Ukraine is not going to 
be used as a bargaining chip to gain Putin’s support 
in the Middle East, what will? Western leaders can- 
not expect the Russian President to make significant 
concessions while receiving nothing in return. 

Eastern European leaders have been clear-eyed about 
the risk of cooperating with Putin. “The fight against 
terrorists and resolving the Syrian conflict should not 
take place at the expense of Ukraine,” Edgars Rinkéviés, 
Latvia’s foreign minister, warned. Lithuanian President 
Dalia Grybauskaité stated that “Lithuania won’t join any 
new coalitions that include Russia or that Russia wants 
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When Ukraine lost Donetsk| A Frenchman 


The world according to Alexander Zakharchenko 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(World Affairs Journal)—If the leader of the self- 
styled Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) has anything 
to say about it, the current cease-fire in eastern Ukraine 
will never translate into permanent peace. Nor will 
it lead to the separatist territories’ reintegration into 
Ukraine. Alexander Zakharchenko’s — statements 
before and after the guns went silent on the first of 
September reveal a continued rejection of Ukraine, 
a commitment to Donbass independence, a strong 
determination to acquire more territory, and a radical 
division of people into friends and enemies. Small 
wonder that separatist violations of the cease-fire have 
increased significantly since early November. 

It is impossible to say whether Zakharchenko’s 
militancy is the posturing of a desperate man or the 
vision of a ruthless leader. Either way, it suggests that 
the DNR’s interests are incompatible with Ukraine’s 
and that the Minsk-2 accords will fail to achieve their 
intended goal of reintegrating the DNR and its sister 
entity, the Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR). Even 
if Russia pressures the DNR to make substantive 
concessions—and that is an extremely big if—its 
leader will resist. 

In effect, peace in eastern Ukraine is dependent 
on two willful, demagogic, unpredictable, and 
militaristic men—Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and Zakharchenko. Putin claims to be a bystander 
in the war, whereas Zakharchenko insists that he 
is in charge. The reality is more complex. As the 
September 1 cease-fire showed, Putin’s is the decisive 
voice. He started the war, and he can sue for peace. 
But Zakharchenko isn’t just a puppet. He has ideas, 
ambitions, and plans of his own, and his acquiescence 
will ultimately determine whether any deal holds. 

Zakharchenko, a 39-year-old former electrical 
mechanic, first entered politics in 2010, the year 
Viktor Yanukovych was elected president of Ukraine. 
As head of the Donetsk-based pro-Russian and pro- 
Soviet organization, Oplot (Bulwark), he actively 


opposed the Euromaidan Revolution of 2013-14. was 
one of seven armed men who seized the Donetsk city 


administration building on April 16, 2014, and was an 
active combatant in subsequent fighting with Ukrainian 
armed forces. In August 2014, he was elected DNR 
premier. A few months later, he was elected head of 
the DNR. Zakharchenko has dominated the area’s 
political landscape since then. 

The DNR is not, he has routinely insisted, Ukrainian 
territory. It is an independent state. “Children,” he 
says, “must understand that they live in a different 
country.” Whereas Ukraine is in the grip of a fascist 
junta and “outspoken Nazis,” the DNR is democratic ™ 
and committed to the commonwealth. That there is 
dissent and disagreement within the DNR is “normal,” 
says Zakharchenko. “After all, we are not Ukraine!” 

Zakharchenko insists that Kyiv exists in a “parallel, 
virtual reality.” Indeed, he believes “Ukraine itself 
has become a virtual reality under their leadership,” 
suggesting that both the state and the nation 
are fictitious. One may dispute Zakharchenko’s 
characterization of Kyiv’s reality as virtual, but he is 
right to call it parallel. Post-Maidan Ukraine stands for 
everything he, and by extension the DNR, reject, just 
as Zakharchenko and his statelet stand for everything 
post-Maidan Ukraine and the West reject. There 
appears to be no room for compromise. 

In turn, any attempts by Ukraine to retake the 
Donbas are, in effect, invasions. On September 7, 
just a few days after the cease-fire went into effect, 
Zakharchenko compared the Kyiv government and 
army to the invading Nazis: “In 1941 a vicious, 
perfidious, and powerful enemy came to our land.... 
In 2014 an enemy again came to our land,” he said. 
“They failed to force the Donbas to its knees in 1941. 
They also failed in 2014-2015.” On another occasion, 
he accused Kyiv of committing “genocide against 
our people.” Naturally, all of Ukraine’s aggressions 
against the DNR have the backing of nefarious 
Western forces, including Doctors Without Borders. 
But woe to Ukraine if it decides to join NATO (a 
prospect Zakharchenko appears to believe is possible 
in the immediate future). As he said on September 
25, “If Ukraine starts preparing a referendum on 
NATO membership or other procedures, the DNR 

will immediately abandon the Minsk agreement and 


proceed with cleansing all the territory of the Donbas 
of the Kyiv occupation.” 

Zakharchenko intends to win back the rest of 
the Donbas even if Ukraine makes no move to join 
NATO. “I have stated many times that I consider 
the territory of the Donetsk People’s Republic to be 
the entire territory of the former Donetsk province. 
And I do not renounce those words,” Zakharchenko 
said on November 5. He sees two possible scenarios 
of the DNR’s expansion. If Kyiv resumes fighting, 
Zakharchenko will seize the Donbas by force. If the 
Minsk peace process continues, the territory will be 
retaken through political negotiations. 

Zakharchenko was even more outspoken in an 
August 27 interview. The DNR’s minimum goal is 
recapturing all of Donetsk province. His maximum 
goal is “a Great Novorossiya,” or New Russia, which 
would encompass all of southeastern Ukraine. How 
to attain that goal will be decided “when we’re 
victorious.” Inthe meantime, “there’s no need to sitand 
wait” with respect to “the rest of so-called Ukraine.” 
Whoever “wants to be rid of an illegal government, 
destroy the fascists, and stop Ukraine from being a 
spineless puppet in the hands of American puppeteers 
should evince a more active position.” 

Zakharchenko’s radicalism manifests itself in his 
attitude toward refugees from and residents of the 
DNR. Those who fled to Ukraine and opposed the 
DNR will not, “to put it mildly,” be welcomed. To 
be sure, “we won’t shoot returnees,” but they will 
have to prove their “usefulness” and make amends. 
Open enemies will “possibly be tried.” As to those 
who stayed in Donetsk, Zakharchenko admits that 
“many” remained, not out of ideological conviction 
but because “they simply couldn’t flee.” That makes 
them no different from the refugees. 

Zakharchenko also minces no words about who 
will rule his state: “those who defended the Republic 
with weapons in their hands or who, under fire, helped 
rebuild our industry, economy, and infrastructure.” 
Kyiv’s for local 
elections in the Donbas are thus divorced from 
reality, as Zakharchenko puts it, since they entail the 
participation of “those parties that created the political 
cover for the punitive operation in the Donbas.” Since 
all of Ukraine’s democratic parties supported military 
action against the DNR, the local elections mandated 
by Minsk-2 would in effect feature only one set of 
candidates—Zakharchenko’s elite. 

Some of this bravado must cheer Russia. In 
Zakharchenko, Putin has a fanatical opponent of 
Ukrainian statehood, a man who will, under no 
circumstances, compromise with Kyiv and the 
West. But Zakharchenko’s fanaticism must also be a 
source of concern. On November 5, the DNR leader 
insisted that the “fate of the Donbas” is decided in the 
Donbas, and not in Moscow, Washington, Berlin, or 
Paris. Zakharchenko’s next sentence had to worry the 
Kremlin; “I personally do not intend to be a puppet in 
anyone’s hands.” 

Ukrainian prisoners of war, captured by armed 
forces of the self-proclaimed Donetsk and Luhansk 
People’s Republic, sit inside a bus during a prisoner 
exchange near the town of Shchastya, Luhansk region, 
Ukraine, October 29, 2015. 

Zakharchenko is best viewed as a regional Russian 
warlord who, like Chechnya’s Ramzan Kadyroy, will 
be reluctant to play the role of Putin’s toady. The 
recent increase in DNR violations of the cease-fire 
demonstrates the inherent tensions between Putin and 
Zakharchenko, Attacking the Ukrainian armed forces 
is an excellent way of raising the morale of the DNR’s 
dispirited fighters, many of whom appear to feel 
abandoned by Russia. But the escalation and possible 
collapse of Minsk-2 would not be advantageous to a 
Russia worried about Western sanctions and poised 
to inerease its involvement in Syria. Zakharchenko 
needs Putin, but Putin also needs Zakharchenko—a 
fact the wily DNR head no doubt knows. 

Unless Zakharchenko’s words are insincere, there 
is no way he could possibly agree to implement any 
version of the Minsk-2 accords. Whatever its own 
intentions, Russia may be able to twist his arm up to a 
point, as it did by imposing a cease-fire on his forces 
on September 1, but it is highly unlikely to force him 
to follow Moscow’s orders blindly. 
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comes to Ukraine 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Ukraine’s Orange Blues}—Meet one of Ukraine’s most determined 
pro-Western politicians and Ukrainian patriots. He’s the mayor of 
Hlukhiy, a small city located northeast of Kyiy, in Sumy Province, just а 
few miles from the border with Russia. 

His name is Michel Tereshchenko. 

Until March 2015, the 61-year-old Terestchenko was a French citizen, 
born and raised in Paris. That month he acquired a Ukrainian passport 
straight from the hands of President Petro Poroshenko. Why the hullaba- 
loo? Because Terestchenko is a descendant of the Tereshchenko family, 
one of Ukraine’s grandest, having produced a number of prominent entre- 
preneurs, philanthropists, art collectors, and diplomats in the 18th—20th 
centuries. The family fled to France during the bloody years of the Bol- 
shevik Revolution. Their expropriated art collection then formed the core 
of what eventually became the Kyiv National Museum of Russian Art. 

Michel — described by one source as an “art patron, entrepreneur and des- 
cendant of the legendary dynasty” and by another as a “cordial bon vivant 
clad in a brown bomber jacket” — returned to Ukraine about a decade ago. 
Apparently, “a sudden desire to see his ancestral home nearly a decade ago 
moved Tereshchenko to resettle from Paris and turn part of the old family 
mansion into the office of a profitable flax and hemp production plant.” 

Terestchenko’s decision to get involved in politics was just as un- 
expected. He speaks Russian slowly, slightly ungrammatically, and with 
a charming French accent: 

“I love Ukraine very much. It’s the homeland of my ancestors. It’s now 
my homeland. I was on the Maidan. I was no hero, just a simple man. I was 
still French then.... 1 was there all the time. I saw how they brought down 
the Lenin monument on December 8 [2013].... I saw fourteen corpses. | 
will never forget this. Until then, І believed it was possible not to take part 
in politics, But then I saw what had happened.... Things are difficult at the 
state level. There are reforms, but they’re proceeding very slowly... Many 
people have died, over 7,000. Every family has experienced a trauma. And 
in Hlukhiv there are no reforms... The city is dying.... There are no in- 
vestments, no future.... When the residents of Hlukhiv suggested I run for 
mayor, I said tomyself: Michel, you can’t say no.” 

In the October 25th local elections, Terestchenko trounced his oppon- 
ent, winning two-thirds of the vote. 

He has no illusions about the size of the task before him. But he re- 
mains optimistic: 

Tereshchenko told Agence France Presse that he hoped to establish 
a flourishing, corruption-free democratic government like the one his 
grandfather had hoped to establish in Tsarist Russia. “It failed in Russia. 
But it will succeed in Ukraine,” he said. 

Terestchenko’s victory is important for several reasons. First, it dem- 
onstrates that anti-system candidates are able to win office in the post- 
Maidan Ukraine. Just these individuals will be able to parlay the greater 
authority and resources that Ukraine’s soon-to-be-implemented decen- 
tralization grants them into more effective local government. Terestchen- 
ko actually could succeed in fixing Hlukhiv. 

Second, Terestchenko’s deeply rooted Ukrainian patriotism gives the 
lie (yet again) to Russian and Western pro-Russian propaganda that in- 
sists the Euromaidan Revolution was the handiwork of fascists and Nazis 
and that Kyiv is in the hands of a vicious junta. The Nation magazine 
might want to take note. 

Third, Terestchenko’s election and acceptance by the local population 
suggests that Ukrainians may not be the xenophobes that the Russian 
right and the Western left says they are. More important, the emergence 
of a Russian-speaking, French-born Ukrainian as a prominent local polit- 
ical figure suggests that a new post-Maidan Ukrainian identity is indeed 
in the process of formation. 

Fourth, the Terestchenko phenomenon would have been impossible 
without the Euromaidan Revolution, showing once again that this over- 
whelmingly impressive demonstration of “people power” has already had 
and will continue to have enormous positive consequences for Ukrainian 
politics and culture. 

Small wonder that Vladimir Putin hates and fears Ukraine. If, as Ter- 
estchenko hopes, free democratic government “will succeed in Ukraine,” 
Russia could be next. 


Ukraine is not a bargaining chip 
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to be part of.” Estonian President 
Toomas Hendrik echoed her com- 
ments. The three Baltic countries, 
previously occupied by Russia and 
now neighbors, can appreciate the 
real danger that is being projected by 
the Kremlin. 

While the fight against ISIS is 
of paramount importance, Rus- 
sia remains the West’s number 
one threat, as the chairman of the 
US Joint Chiefs of Staff General 
Joseph Dunford, testified earlier 
this year. After all, Russia, unlike 
ISIS, possesses enormous offen- 
sive military capabilities, both nu- 
clear and conventional. Putin has 
proven beyond any doubt that he, 
like ISIS, is prepared to destabilize 
the world order regardless of cas- 
ualties, or political and economic 


consequences to reach his strategic 
goals. Coordinating the West’s mil- 
itary actions in Syria with Russia 
is important, but not at any price. 
Ukraine remains the only real force 
standing between the Russian ag- 
gressors and the security and sta- 
bility of Europe. Western leaders 
need to find wisdom and strength to 
adopt a far-sighted strategy for the 
free world’s security and stability. 
This, among other things, means 
not treating Ukraine as a_bar- 
gaining chip for Putin’s short-term 
cooperation in the Middle East. 

Thor Kozak is an independent de- 


Лепхе and security expert. He advis- 


es legislative bodies, governments, 
think tanks, and media in Canada, 
the United States, and Ukraine on 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict. He is 
a retired Canadian military officer: 


Subscribe to 


Ukrainian News 
See Page 13 


HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTRE 


SOUP 
SALAD BAR 
ENTREES 

& DESSERT © 
BUFFET 


FEATURING 


rsway NW 


0 chateaulouis.com 


Celebrate the magic of 

Sviat Vechir on Christmas Eve 
with your family and friends 

with a delicious traditional meal 
prepared for you in advance. 


ITALIAN 
BUFFET 


LA MUSICA DI UMBERTO 
STROLLING ACCORDIONIST 


Royal Coach Dining Room 


Edmonton AB TSG ЗА! 


1.800.661.9843 


Dinner for 12 includes: 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, November 26 - December 9, 26 листопада - 9 грудня, 2015 


Rembrandt's The Night Watch 


PHOTO — COURTESY RIJKSMUSEM 


Amsterdam — your gateway to Kyiv 


(UkrNews)—If you’re flying to 
Kyiv with KLM — which is the 
only airline that provides one-stop 
service from Edmonton — as well, 
among others, from Vancouver, 
Calgary, Toronto and Montreal, 
you may consider stopping off in 
Amsterdam for a few days. 

Doing so will not cost you any- 
thing more for your flight as KLM 
offers free stopovers. 

Amsterdam is the Netherlands 
capital. known for its artistic herit= 
age, elaborate canal system and 
narrow houses with gabled facades, 
legacies of the city’s 17th-century 


> 


Give yourself me і of time this Christmas! 


Packages will be available for pick up at two convenient Edmonton locations on 
Dec 23 & Jan 5. Limited orders will be available. 


meatless, dairy-free dishes: kutya, borshch, kolach (with a blessed candle), pickled 


Indudes 12 meatless dishes 
that you can easily warm and serve 
in your home. 


Food prepared by MAXINE ZAKORDONSKI. 


herring, cabbage rolls, two types of varenyky — cabbage and onion, rainbow trout, 
beet and mushroom salad and poppy seed roll. 


(Less than 530 per person! A portion of proceeds support the programs of the UKRAINIAN SHUMKA DANCERS. 


Golden Age. Its Museum District 
houses works by Rembrandt and 
Vermeer at the Rijksmuseum, the 
Van Gogh Museum and modern art 
at the Stedelijk. Cycling is key to 
the city’s character, and there are 
400km of cycle paths. 

A useful and economical way 
to enjoy its attractions and see the 
sights is by purchasing an I am- 
sterdam City Card. With it you get 
free, unlimited public transport, free 


entry to-Amsterdam’s*best-museums™ 


and attractions, and lots of great dis- 
counts and offers. Passes are avail- 
able for 24, 48 and 72 hours. 

One free benefit you should def- 
initely take advantage of is a canal 
cruise. 

The history of Amsterdam is 
intimately connected with water. 
Its 165 canals were created over 
the centuries to stimulate trade 
and transport and reclaim land to 
expand the city. They continue 
define the city’s landscape and in 
2010 Amsterdam’s canal ring was 


recognised as a UNESCO world 
heritage site. 

Besides providing a stunning 
backdrop to the city’s historical 
centre, floating down Amsterdam’s 
canals is one of the most memor- 
able ways to discover the city’s 
sights and attractions. Most canal 
cruises take around an hour, in 
which you'll explore Amsterdam’s 
UNESCO protected canal ring and 
discover plenty of interesting facts 


~aboutthe-er 


One such interesting fact is that 
city lots were allocated accord- 
ing to the width of the canal front, 
but owners could build up as high 
as they want and build as much as 
they wanted lengthwise as well. 
Thus many rich families would 
buy two lots that joined each other 
lengthwise and build one huge 
house with two canal fronts. 

Since the row houses are all at- 
tached both on the canal fronts and 
on the streets that cross the canals, 
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Houses along a canal 


Amsterdam — your gateway to Kyiv 


Cont. from P. 8 


one could have an addition in the back of the 
house that know would know about from — 
except by aerial view. 

That’s how the family of Anne Frank man- 
aged to hide from the Nazis for over two 
years, in a secret set of rooms hidden behind 
a bookcase. 

Anne Frank is one of Amsterdam’s best- 
known historical figures. Anne and her 
family lived in hiding from the Nazis in a 
house on the Prinsengracht. Anne was even- 
tually deported to the Bergen-Belsen con- 
centration camp in 1945, where she later 
died at the young age of 15. Today, Anne’s 
spirit lives on through her diary and the huge 
numbers of visitors who come to Amsterdam 
every year to learn more about her short life. 

Located at Prinsengracht 263, the Anne 
Frank Huis is where Anne Frank lived in 


YP Rea Ret ee te Sr rene ОО 


hiding with her family. The attic rooms are 


empty, but still exude the atmosphere of 


the hiding period. Some personal items re- 
main, like the pictures of movie stars that 
Anne pasted to a wall, a section of wallpaper 
where Anne’s father marked the height of his 
growing daughters, and a map on which he 
recorded the advance of the Allied Forces. 
The museum also features a reflective exhib- 
ition about the persecution of the Jews and 
discrimination in general. 
The €9 admission to Anne Frank House is 
not coyered by the I amsterdam City Card. 
Whether you’re a first-time visitor or a 
veteran of the city’s cultural scene, there’s no 
escaping the international attraction of Am- 
sterdam’s top museums. Within them you’ Il 
find artefacts and exhibitions to suit all 
tastes, from family fun and science through 
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Як самоврядувати 
Україну? 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Собода 

Від жорстко вибудованої централізованої системи до передачі вла- 
ди органам місцевого самоврядування, від перерозподілу бюджетних 
надходжень у Києві до фінансової свободи місцевим громадам - ці 
пропозиції центральної влади у Києві під назвою «децентралізація» 
внесені у проект оновленої Конституції України. Але чи передача 
повноважень на місця змінить саму громаду? 

Влада обіцяє передати місцевим громадам максимум повнова- 
жень, залишати у їхньому розпорядженні максимум фінансових 
надходжень (податків), при цьому сама громада визначатиме, куди 
або для чого використовувати ці кошти. Згідно із законодавством, 
громади будуть залишати собі понад 60 відсотків податку на дохо- 
ди фізичних осіб і 5% акцизного збору, які нині перераховують у 
районні, обласні і державний бюджети. 

Експерт із питань самоврядування Ніна Мельник, координатор 
державного офісу з питань впровадження реформ місцевого са- 
моврядування, зауважила, що реальне, відповідно до потреб та 
інтересів, об'єднання громад сформує спроможні і самодостатні 
територіальні одиниці, себто громади. Саме ці громади зможуть 
чітко визначати свої потреби, визначати пріоритети i їх досягати. 

«Об'єднані громади будуть мати такі ж повноваження, як і міста 
обласного значення, і зможуть перейти на прямі міжбюджетні 
відносини з державним бюджетом. Так, єдиний податок 1 податок на 
прибуток підприємств повністю залишатиметься у розпорядженні 
громади; місцеві ради отримують право на власний земельний по- 
даток і самі ж встановлюватимуть його ставки. Водночас, закріплені 
раніше, місцеві податки і збори теж залишаємо у бюджетах 
місцевого самоврядування. До юрисдикції кожної ради переходять 
всі землі даної громади, у тому числі і ті, що розташовані за межами 
населеного пункту», - пояснила Мельник на зустрічі з керівниками 1 
громадськими активістами. 

Починати процес децентралізації і відповідно формування нових 
громад у Києві пропонують з укрупнення, наприклад, об'єднання 
кількох сіл, що вже має місце в Україні. I у новому проекті 
Конституції мова йде про об'єднані громади, пояснив журналістам 
голова Верховної Ради Володимир Гройсман. 

«Тисячі громад вже мають бажання об'єднатись, сотні вже 
об'єднуються, громади отримали мільйони, а то 1 мільярди додатко- 
вих ресурсів, які хтось витрачає на дороги, хтось на освіту, а хтось 
на охорону здоров'я кошти використовує», - каже Гройсман. 

Однак, реєструвати об'єднані територіальні громади українці 
не поспішають, і станом на 18 листопада у країні зареєстровано не 


- так багато об'єднаних територіальних громад. На Житомирщині 


i Рівненщині, за даними ЗМІ, зареєстровано по громаді. У 

Дніпропетровській області, наприклад, свідоцтво отримали 

мешканці Жовтневої сільської громади Софіївського району. Після 

реєстрації статуту громада візьме на свій баланс майно сільських рад, 

які увійшли до об'єднання, і розроблять структуру громади i бюд- 

жет, повідомив ЗМІ голова Дніпропетровської облдержадміністрації 
- Валентин Резніченко. 

«Це - перша об'єднана громада в історії України, яка задеклару- 
вала готовність з новими повноваженнями відповідати за розвиток 
території в умовах децентралізації. У ці дні на Дніпропетровщині 
проходить процес об'єднання ще 15 громад, які найближчим часом 
зареєструють свої статуси», - каже Резніченко. 

За даними соціологічних досліджень, очікування українців від ре- 
форми місцевого самоврядування лежать у практичній площині. 

Так, більшість українців вважають, що влада має виконати свої 
обіцянки і передати місцевим громадам максимум повноважень, 
залишати у їхньому розпорядженні максимум фінансових надход- 
жень. 

«Україні потрібна не децентралізація, а створення самоврядуван- 
ня» 

Щоправда, за словами президента України Петра Порошенка, 
центральні органи влади залишають за собою розв'язання проблем 
загальнонаціонального, державного значення. Про це він повідомив 
на зустрічі з головами місцевих органів самоврядування у Києві. 

«Питання безпеки, питання громадського порядку, питання 
зовнішніх відносин - питання ключові, які тримають цілісність і 
вертикаль влади у державі, будуть віднесені у компетенцію виключ- 
но державної влади», - наголосив Порошенко. 

Серед незалежних експертів оптимізму менше - так, як зазна- 
чила директор фонду «Демократичні ініціативи» Ірина Бекешкіна, 
не виключено, що переданими з Києва на місця повноваженнями 
скористаються, насамперед, олігархи, які намагатимуться «будува- 
TH феодалізм в окремо взятому регіоні». Але до розколу держави 
децентралізація не призведе, зауважила Бекешкіна. 

Український політолог Сергій Гайдай вважає, що політики у Києві 
намагаються підмінити поняття, оскільки «децентралізація» аж ніяк 
не є синонімом до «самоврядування». Насправді, стверджує експерт, 
Україні потрібна не децентралізація, а саме створення місцевого са- 
моврядування. 

«Якщо дійсно йти на зміни до Конституції, то в Україні має бути 
інша місцева влада. У нас запиту у людей не було на самоврядуван- 
ня. Я особисто очікував, що коли президент прийде до цієї теми, то 
пропоновану реформу він називатиме саме реформою місцевого са- 
моврядування... От є система центрального управління і система ця 
буде децентралізована. А місцеве самоврядування діє інакше: треба, 
щоб люди дійсно самоврядувались, забрали 80 відсотків влади собі, 
а 20 відсотків залишили центру», - пояснив Гайдай свою позицію в 
ефірі «Громадського телебачення». 


Донбас - територія 
дитячого неспокою 


Майя Жакова, Радіо Свобода 

20 листопада в Україні і світі відзначався 
Міжнародний день дитини. Для близько мільйона 
дітей Донбасу це свято мало гіркий присмак. У 
їхнє дитинство увірвалися жахи війни, відчуття 
безпорадності і страх. Їхнє життя назавжди 
змінилося: хтось залишився на непідконтрольній 
Україні території, хтось живе в зоні постійного 
ризику, комусь довелось призвичаюватися до мир- 
них умов, але вже в чужому, незнайомому місці. 
Підтримка для таких дітей найчастіше надходить 
від волонтерських організацій, благодійних фондів 
і просто небайдужих українців. Окрема ситуація з 
дітьми-сиротами Донбасу - доля багатьох з них 
Україні невідома. 

П'ять відсотків дітей-сиріт чи позбавлених 
батьківської опіки з Донбасу нині перебува- 
ють на території Російської Федерації. Такою 
інформацією поділилася експерт з прав дитини 
Людмила Волинець. 

«Урядові органи не ведуть перемовин із цими 
сім'ями з точки зору повернення дітей в Україну. 
Заборона спілкуватися з офіційними органами 
окупантів — це одна ситуація, але ці діти-сироти 
виїхали з прийомними батьками, батьками- 
вихователями - громадянами України. Очевидно, 
що за 18 місяців треба було б вийти на контакт 
з цими сім'ями з пропозицією повернення їх в 
Україну», - наголошує експерт. 

15% усиновлених дітей, за словамив Люд- 
мили Волинець, сьогодні 4| виховуються в 
регіонах України: Тернопільській, Львівській, 
Дніпропетровській та багатьох інших областях. 
Вона також зазначає, що постанови Кабінету 
міністрів є недосконалими i такими, які не регу- 
люють базове питання, - місце проживання та- 
ких сімей і додає: «Сім'ї, які виховують до десяти 
дітей-сиріт, проживають в монастирях, непристо- 
сованих приміщеннях, орендованому житлі і спла- 
чують за комунальні послуги з тих коштів, що дер- 
жава виділяє на утримання дітей, що є абсолютно 
неправильним». 

Також, за інформацією експерта з прав дитини, 
близько півсотні таких родин, які переселилися 
на мирну територію, втратили свої будинки і по- 
вертатися їм нікуди, і взамін їм нічого не пропо- 
нують. «Заклик «беріть дітей-сиріт на виховання» 
виглядає дещо фальшивим. Відносно певної части- 
ни цих дітей є загроза повернення їх в інтернатні 
заклади», - наголошує Людмила Волинець. 

Ще одна проблема, з якою можуть стикатися 
неповнолітні з Донбасу - перетин лінії зіткнення. 
Українські діти, які залишились проживати на 
території, яка нині підконтрольна угрупован- 
ню «ДНР», сьогодні усиновлюються рішенням 
«ДНР». «I якщо така дитина з'явиться завтра на 
блокпосту для переїзду на мирну територію, її про- 
сто не пропустять, - стверджує експерт. - Урядові 
структури дуже запізнилися з цим рішенням — що 
робити власне з дитиною, яка повинна або може 
повернутися на мирну територію?» 

Переселенцям, які виїхали з Донбасу разом 
із дітьми, також живеться несолодко. Тетяна із 
Красного Луча Луганської області - мати трьох 
дітей. Їм пощастило потрапити в «зелений кори- 
дор», дістатися маршруткою до Харкова і поки- 
нути буремний схід. У Києві спершу винаймали 
флігель, а згодом знайшли будинок у Переяслав- 
Хмельницькому районі. Тетяна найбільше завдячує 
волонтерам, які допомогли їй разом з дітьми, тим 
більше, що її найменший син потребує особливого 
догляду. «У мене молодший син-інвалід. У нього 
синдром Дауна і вроджена вада серця. Волонтери 
допомогли і з першою операцією, і донорів знайти, 
з памперсами, пелюшками, харчуванням, ліками», 
- розповідає жінка. 

За два тижні наймолодшому - знову на 
операцію: клапан в серці не запрацював, потрібно 
його міняти. І знову необхідно буде звертати- 
ся до волонтерів. «З боку держави - єдине, що я 
отримую, - «дитячі» гроші. Останній місяць от- 
римала як переселенець, а також гроші на дити- 
ну з інвалідностю. Це і все, що я отримую. Нам 
цього не вистачає, бо ми зараз орендуємо житло, 


лишається мінімальне», - ділиться подробицями 
Тетяна. 

За словами матері, діти до нових умов адапту- 
валися швидко. Дев'ятирічна дочка Тетяни пішла 
повторно до другого класу, бо пропустила рік 
навчання. «Найтяжче було знайти нових друзів, 
позначається нестача спілкування, однак адапту- 
валася швидко. - ділиться Тетяна. - Старший син, 
йому вже 19, влаштувався на ферму працювати». 

Повертатись додому мати-одиначка поки що 
не збирається. «По-перше, від мого будинку ли- 
шилися самі голі стіни, - його розграбували. A 
по-друге, діткам ніякої допомоги зараз фактично 
немає, а мені треба займатися дитиною, щоб я мог- 
ла у будь-який момент звернутися до фахівця», — 
пояснює переселенка. 

Таким чином, проблеми переселених дітей, в 
тому числі й тих, що мають особливі потреби, ля- 
гають на плечі їхніх батьків та волонтерів. «З боку 
держави таким сім'ям, як я, - одна мама і діти, і 
ти не можеш вийти на роботу, бо в тебе дитина- 
інвалід, -- хотілося б не два півріччя отримувати 
допомогу для переселенців, а трохи довше, щоб 
була якась можливість для адаптації, щоб дити- 
на могла підрости, і ти був певний, що можеш її 
віддати в дитсадок», - каже Тетяна. 

У справі підтримки дітей Донбасу все ж 
спостерігається i певний прогрес. У листопаді 
Дитячий фонд ООН (ЮНІСЕФ) за підтримки 
Міністерства | науки України, 0 Міністерства 
соціальної політики, Міністерства молоді та спор- 
ту 1 фінансово-технічної допомоги Європейського 
союзу розпочинає ініціативу «Діти миру». Проект 
спрямований на надання психосоціальної допомо- 
ги неповнолітнім, які у різний спосіб постраждали 
від кризи на сході країни. 

«Цей проект сприятиме вирішенню конфліктів 
і більш легкій інтеграції сімей переселенців у ті 
громади, в які вони переїжджають, а також вста- 
новленню більш дружньої атмосфери у навчаль- 
них закладах», - зазначила керівник проектів з 
питань здоров'я та розвитку молоді ЮНІСЕФ- 
Україна Олена Сакович. 

За словами Сакович, діти-переселенці стика- 
ються з дуже складним випробуванням, бо вони 
лишають рідну школу, рідний осередок, свою гро- 
маду. Проблеми з інтеграцією у нову спільноту 
для них чи не найактуальніші. «Це можуть бути 
нові умови, інфраструктура, питання, пов'язані з 
дозвіллям, з надбанням нових друзів тощо. Зви- 
чайно, всі політичні ситуації i негаразди, які також 
в Україні тривають, впливають на дітей також. 
Діти мають свої різні точки зору, іноді достатньо 
агресивно поводяться стосовно один одного», - 
роз'яснює експерт. 

Щодо соціально-психологічної підтримки, то 
вже ведеться навчання педагогів, психологів як у 
закладах шкільної освіти, так і позашкільних, 1 гро- 
мадських організаціях в тому числі. «Вони навча- 
ються методиці надання психологічної допомоги: 
індивідуальних і групових консультацій з метою 
полегшити наслідки проживання в кризі, зниження 
тривожності й агресії, з метою надати їм необхідну 
допомогу, щоб вони могли справлятися з соціально- 
психологічними, емоційними проблемами», - 
розкриває подробиці проекту Олена Сакович. 

Ініціатива | впроваджуватиме спортивні (і 
культурні заходи для дітей, які приїхали з різних 
куточків України, аби допомогти їм знайти 
спільну мову. «Чи це ми навчаємось разом на- 
вичкам спілкування, дебатам, чи ми також ро- 
бимо спільні зусилля, щоб щось робити разом - 
грати в футбол, готувати виставу, відновлювати 
дитячий майданчик, де ми в спільному просторі 
розуміємо, що я і ти, - ми однакові, і ми люди, які 
мають можливість спілкуватися i бути друзями», — 
розповідає керівник проектів з питань здоров'я та 
розвитку молоді ЮНІСЕФ-Україна. 


Реалізовуватимуть проект в областях 13 
найбільшою кількістю переселених осіб - 
Донецькій, | Луганській, | Дніпропетровській, 


Харківській Ta Запорізькій. 3a | словами 
організатора, програма розрахована на те, щоб 
охопити близько 50 тисяч дітей. 
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First row from left - Sophia Kachor, Olena Garrity, His Eminence Metropolitan Yurij (Kalistchuk) Archbishop and Metropolitan of Canada of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Most 
Rey. Lawrence Huculak Metropolitan Archbishop of Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Winnipeg, Dianna Bryk Grabinski, Myroslava Pidhirnyj, Lesia Szwaluk. Second row: Peter 
Manastyrsky, Maurice Lakusta, Kelvin Chubaty for the Ukrainian Museum and Village Society, Danny Zabiaka, David Katcsma for Canadas National Ukrainian Festival, Roman 


Yereniuk and Susan Zuk. 


2015 UCC-MPC Bulava Award presented 


(UCC Manitoba)—The Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress - Manitoba Provincial Coun- 
cil awarded its top honour on Sunday, Sep- 
tember 27, 2015 at a community luncheon in 
Winnipeg. 

The Bulava Award is an annual event 


—_ dedicated to the celebration and acknoy- 


ledgement of persons who haye volunteered 
their time, energy and expertise to enhance 
the Ukrainian Canadian community in Mani- 
toba ensuring it remains strong, vibrant and 
active for future génerations. 

The celebratory program consisted of 


community greetings and the introductions 
of the individual recipients along with short 
outlines of their achievements. Additionally, 
Dawn Bourbonnais of Volunteer Manitoba 
gave an inspirational address on the value of 


volunteerism in our society. 
The honorees for 2015 included Canada’s 


National Ukrainian Festival in Dauphin, 
and the Gardenton Ukrainian Museum and 
Village Society which hosts the Gardenton 
Ukzainian Festival. Both Festivals celebrat- 
ed their 50th Anniversaries in 2015. Other 
honorees were: 


Amsterdam — your gateway to Kyiv 


Cont. from P. 9 


to the Dutch Masters and modern art. 

The Rijksmuseum is one of Amsterdam’s 
grandest and most popular museums. Its vast 
collection showcases iconic art and a wide var- 
iety of artefacts that reflect more than 800 years 
of Dutch and global history, including jaw 
dropping paintings by the likes of Rembrandt, 
Van Gogh and countless more Dutch greats. 

The presentation of the Rijksmuseum collec- 
tion is a journey through Dutch art and history 
from the Middle Ages up to and including the 
20th century. The story of the Netherlands is 
placed in an international context and, spread 
over four floors, is told in chronological or- 
der, Paintings, prints, drawings, photographs, 
silver, porcelain, delftware, furniture, jewel- 
lery, costumes and objects from Dutch history 
together tell the story. 

More than 30 galleries are dedicated to the 
glory of the Golden Age, when the young 
mercantile republic led the world in trade, 
science, shipping and the arts. The Gallery of 
Honour forms the heart of the museum, dis- 
playing world-famous masterpieces by Ver- 
meer, Rembrandt, Frans Hals and Jan Steen. 
The Gallery of Honour leads visitors to the 
lavishly decorated space that the architect 
Pierre Cuypers created for Rembrandt van 
Rijn’s The Night Watch in the late 19th cen- 
tury, and where this magnificent masterpiece 
can be admired. The City Card gives you a 
€2.50 discount for the Rijksmuseum. 

If you want to leam more about Rem- 
brandt, a visit to the Rembrandt House 
would be in order. The Golden Age artists 
lived in this house located in the centre of 
Amsterdam. It is now a museum dedicated 
to both his life and his work. 

It has been lovingly restored to its 17th- 
century majesty and offers a glimpse into the 


everyday life of Rembrandt. You can visit 
the studio where the artist created many of 
his mest famous paintings, in addition to his 
living quarters. The house also contains doz- 
ens of his etchings along with several items 
recovered during a recent archaeclogical 
survey of the grounds. Admission is free 
with the City Card. 

Next to Rembrandt, probably the most 
famous Dutch artist is Vincent Van Gogh and he 
has a museum dedicated especially to his work. 

The Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam 
is one of the most popular museums in the 
world, attracting visitors from every corner 
of the globe. It houses more than 200 paint- 
ings, 500 drawings and 700 of Van Gogh’s 
letters. Having originally opened on Mu- 
seumplein in 1973, the Van Gogh Museum 
has been expanded and modernised over the 
years, ensuring it’s a truly cutting-edge ex- 
hibition and visitor space. 

For both locals and far-travelling visitors, 
the Van Gogh Museum is a unique and in- 
spirational experience. Alongside the legacy 
of Vincent van Gogh’s instantly recognisable 
impressionist works, such as his landscapes, 
self-portraits and still lifes — especially “Sun- 
flowers’ — the museum provides opportunities 
to track the artist’s development and compare 
his paintings to works by other artists from 

Admission to the Van Gogh Museum is free 
with the City Card as is admission to several 
others including the Stedelijk Museum, Her- 
mitage Amsterdam, Amsterdam Museum, 
Science Center NEMO, The National Mari- 
time Museum, EYE Filmmuseum, Foam, 
Tropenmuseum, the Diamond Museum, the 
Tulip Museum and many others. 

For more information, visit: <www. 
Кіт,са», <www.iamsterdam.com> | ог 
<www.amsterdam.info/sights>. 


¢ Olena Garrity, known for her leadership 
in women’s’ organizations and volunteering 
with youth 

» Well known leader in the Ukrainian 
dance community and the Ukrainian Nation- 
al Federation Dianna Bryk Grabinski 

« Plast Ukrainian Scout leader and credit 
union leader Sophia Kachor 

» Former teacher and community activist 
Maurice Lakusta 

» Peter Monastyrsky, a youth soccer or- 
ganizer, credit union leader and community 
activist 


» Myroslava Pidhirnyj, a Ukrainian Youth 
Association activist and community volun- 
teer 

» Lesia Szwaluk, a leader in the Ukrainian 
Youth Association and long-time president 
of the UCC-MPC 

¢ Dr. Roman Yereniuk, University educa- 
tor and community leader 

» Well-respected Ukrainian dance instruct- 
or and businessman in Dauphin, Danny 
Zabiaka 

¢ Key volunteer in Manitoba Parents for 
Ukrainian Education, Susan Zuk 


Russia proposes Ukraine 
debt restructuring 


(RFE/RL)—Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has offered to restructure Ukraine’s $3 
billion debt to Moscow. 

Speaking on November 16 on the sidelines 
of a summit of the Group of 20 (G20) major 
economies in Turkey, Putin proposed lifting 
a December deadline for the debt repayment. 

Putin said that rather than seeking $3 bil- 
lion in repayment this year, Moscow would 
be willing to agree to annual payments of $1 
billion from 2016 to 2018. 

“Not only have we agreed to restructure 
the Ukrainian debt, but we have proposed 
even better restructuring conditions than 
those asked from us by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF),” he said. 

Russian officials had previously insisted 
that Ukraine must pay the bond in full on 
December 20, and threatened legal action if 
Kyiv missed the deadline. 

Putin’s surprise announcement could 
be a significant step toward defusing ten- 
sions with Kyiv and promoting stability in 
Ukraine, where fighting between govern- 
ment forces and Russian-backed separatists 
has killed more than 7,900 people. 

It may also help warm ties with the West 
that have plunged to lows unseen since the 
Cold War over Russia’s annexation of Cri- 
mea in March 2014 and the conflict in east- 
em Ukraine. 

Putin said on November 16 that Russia 
was asking for guarantees for the repayment 
from the United States, the European Union, 
or global financial organizations. 

“Since our [western] partners are so con- 


fident that the credit status of Ukraine will 
only grow and that there is no reason to even 
doubt that we shall be paid $3 billion next 
year, then our partners should not have any 
problem with issuing guarantees for [our] 
loan,” the Russian president said. 

“We agreed with our partners that we’ll 
discuss details of our proposals comprehen- 
sively in the nearest future,” he added. 

Russian Deputy Finance Minister Sergei 
Storchak said the IMF has until December 8 
to respond to the proposal. 

He also said that if the Russian proposal is 
accepted, Russia still expects Ukraine to make 
a coupon payment for the bond in December. 

According to an IMF spokesperson, the 
details of the Russian proposal now need to 
be discussed between Russia and Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, the Ukrainian Finance Min- 
istry said it “hasn’t received any direct infor- 
mation and has no comment at this time.” 

Ukraine needs to restructure its debt in or- 
der to qualify for a $17.5 billion IMF loan 
granted to help lift the economy out of a re- 
cession. 

In August, a creditor group reached a $15 
billion restructuring agreement with Kyiv 
that included a 20 percent principal write- 
down and a four-year maturity extension. 

But Moscow refused to participate in 
the deal, saying Ukraine’s $3 billion debt 
to Russia — issued under Russian-backed 
President Viktor Yanukovych before he was 
ousted in February 2014 — was sovereign 
and should be treated differently to the pri- 
vate creditors. 
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Садовий втретє стає 
міським головою Львова 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

У другому турівиборівміського 
голови Львова переміг чинний 
мер Андрій Садовий. Після об- 
робки міською територіальною 
виборчою комісією 98% 
протоколів, за Андрія Садово- 
го проголосували понад 61%, за 
Руслана Кошулинського -- понад 
37%. Недійсними визнані 2% 
бюлетенів. Явка виборців стано- 
вить близько 39%. 

На виборчих дільницях Льво- 
ва упродовж дня голосування 
було спокійно і малолюдно, у 
скриньках лежали по кілька 
бюлетенів. Більшість львів'ян не 
взяли участі у голосуванні, пояс- 
нюючи тим, що не бачать гідних 
кандидатів, а хтось проігнорував, 
вважаючи, що його голос нічого 
не вирішить. Однак, однією із 
причин невисокої явки виборців 
є ще й те, що кандидати не до- 
стукались до виборців, особли- 
во до молоді, нічого не зробили, 
щоб заохотити саме молодих 
львів'ян прийти на дільниці. 

Чинний міський голова 
Андрій Садовий зауважив, що 
на явку виборців вплинула i 
заява міністра Арсена Авакова, 
що у великих містах, зокрема й у 
Львові, можливі теракти. 

Гречку чи інші продукти ви- 
борцям не роздавали, а ось чле- 
ни дільничних комісій від партії 
«Самопоміч» отримали воду і 
печиво. Такої турботливості про 
членів ДВК не було під час пер- 
шого туру голосування. 

«Ми хвилюємось за 
правильність підрахунку, бо 
були розмови зірвати ці вибори, 
зробити масові фальсифікації. 
Ми розуміли, що членам ДВК не 
було часу вийти, ми навіть вста- 
новили на дільницях камери, 
які ми позичили, щоб захистити 
вибір львів'ян», - наголосив Са- 
довий. 4 

За два дні до виборів «Блок 
Петра Порошенка» підтримав 
на виборах міського  голо- 
ви кандидатуру Андрія Ca- 
дового. Це стало певною 
несподіванкою, адже відоме 
протистояння | у парламенті 
між фракціями «Самопоміч» i 
«Солідарність», зокрема у пи- 
таннях Конституційної рефор- 
ми, надання особливого статусу 
Донбасу, відставки генерального 
прокурора. Президент Петро По- 
рошенко заявляв, що є запитання 
до Андрія Садового щодо злов- 


i 


Андрій Ci адовий 


живань під час підготовки 1 про- 
ведення «Євро-2012». 

Які обіцянки дав Андрій Са- 
довий Петрові Порошенку за 
підтримку на виборах? Андрій 
Садовий відповів Радіо Свобода: 
«Для мене це була несподіванка, 
що вони мене підтримують. Я не 
обіцяю того, що не можу викона- 
ти, Казав, що працюватимемо всі 
разом у міській раді». 

За словами Андрія Садового, 
жодних перемовин із новообра- 
ним депутатським складом він 
не проводив. Міська рада суттєво 
змінилась, жодна політична 
сила не матиме більшості, а 
тому, як прогнозують експерти, 
домовленості між депутатами 
будуть ситуативними. Тому дуже 
важливим, на думку експертів, є 
контроль з боку громади. 

Партія | Андрія Садово- 
то «Самопоміч» отримала 24 
депутатські | мандати, Би 
«Солідарність» - 10, ВО «Свобо- 
да» - 8, «Громадянська позиція» 
- 7, «Народний контроль» - 6, 
«УКРОП» - 5, Українська га- 
лицька партія - 4. 

Тим часом інший кандидат на 
посаду міського голови Льво- 
ва Руслан Кошулинський, який 
став депутатом Львівської облра- 
ди, заявив Радіо Свобода, що він 
має намір продовжити військову 
службу, до завершення якої йому 
залишилось два місяці. 

Сьогодні у Львові дискутують 
про те, чи варто було проводити 
другий тур виборів міських голів 
в Україні. Однак, як показує 
досвід Львова, це змусило ко- 
манди кандидатів більше звер- 
нути увагу на проблеми громади, 
довелось більше спілкуватись 
із львів'янами. Бо на сьогодні 
відсутня відповідальність 
політиків перед виборцем. 


Ukrainian News is now 
available at the following 
locations in Edmonton: 


Chateau Louis Hotel 
Continental Inn 
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St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church 
Servus Credit Union 
(Capilano Branch) 
Servus Credit Union 
(Delton Branch) 
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Михайло Винницький про 
реформу освіти в Україні 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, 
пресовий референт НТШ 

Не секрет, що реформи в Україні 
впроваджуються надзвичайно 
повільно, а у багатьох випадках і 
просто саботуються чиновниками 
урядового апарату. Недовіра до 
уряду росте в Україні і на Заході, 
де очікують рішучих дій, а не 
симулювання процесів для зами- 
лювання очей. Зрештою, є певні 
ділянки, де реформи все-таки 
відбуваються. Одна з них - освітня 
система в Україні. Саме вона і ста- 
ла темою доповіді доктора Ми- 
хайла Винницького, що відбулася 
20 жовтня в Торонто, у новому 
приміщенні КУМФУ, що на вулиці 
ВБванс. Михайло Винницький - 
канадець, вихованець української 
суботньої школи ім.Цьопи Паліїв, 
що в Торонто. Вищу освіту здо- 
був в університеті Ватерлу, 
магістерську та докторську ро- 
боти захистив у Кембріджському 
університеті Великобританії. Він 
є автором книги про Помаран- 
чеву революцію та численних 
публікацій про політичні про- 
цеси в сучасній Україні. Вже до- 
вший час д-р Винницький мешкає 
в Україні i викладає в Києво- 
Могилянській академії, де також 
керує новоствореними програма- 
ми МВА та PhD. Після Революції 
гідности, коли міністром освіти 
став колишній ректор Києво- 
Могилянки Сергій Квіт, професор 
Винницький став також радником 
Міністерства освіти і бере безпо- 
середню участь в розробці нових 
освітніх принципів. Отже, профе- 
сор Винницький знає про освітні 
реформи зсередини, а тому послу- 
хати його зібралася справді чис- 
ленна аудиторія. 

Освітні реформи, розпочав 
свою доповіль д-р Винницький, 
- це комплексний процес пере- 
творення системи, яка за 24 роки 
незалежности України деграду- 
вала і спричинила зниження яко- 
сти освіти на всіх її рівнях. Вла- 
да завжди ставилась до освіти як 
витратної сфери. Тому за останні 
роки значно зменшилася кількість 
дитячих садочків - ними сьогодні 
в Україні забезпечено | лише 
6296 дошкільнят. Зменшується 
і кількість вчителів у школах, а 
вчителів пенсійного віку ніким 
замінити - молодих амбітних лю- 
дей жебрацька вчительська платня 
і непрестижність професії вчи- 
теля аж ніяк не приваблюють. З 
іншого боку, неймовірно зросла 
кількість вищих учбових закладів 
та студентів - сьогодні диплом 
вишу в Україні отримує кожен, хто 
хоче (а хочуть усі), ітаким чином 
вища освіта стала прибутковим 
бізнесом для ректорів, деканів і 
викладачів. Тому реформа освіти 
має на меті докорінно змінити всю 


ФОТО -- ХРИСТЯ КОЛОС 


Професор Михайло Винницький під час доповіді 


існуючу ситему. 

Перший закон, що був прийня- 
тий відразу ж після Майдану - це 
закон про освіту, оскільки його 
готували в Києво-Могилянській 
академії ще з 2011 року. Серед 
нових реформаторських ідей 
цього закону - якісне оновлен- 
ня змісту і методики навчан- 
ня; децентралізація управління 
освітою i залучення до нього 
місцевих громад; створення но- 
вих інституцій, як, наприклад, 
Національного агентства із за- 
безпечення якости вищої освіти; 
автономізація університетів, що 


мають самі займатися сєвоїми-про- то питань-у -нисленних слухачів: 


блемами, включаючи фінанси, ка- 
дри та розробку академічних про- 
грам; формування шкільних рад 
на місцях; розділення початкової 
та середньої шкіл та створення для 
цього відповідної інфраструктури; 
впровадження духовних шкіл; 
визнання неформальної освіти, та 
ще багато іншого. 

Для того, щоб впровадити 
закон в дію, необхідно було 
змінити понад 1000 підзаконних 
актів. Як планують реформатори 
в Міністерстві освіти, закон по- 
винен почати працювати з 2016 
року. Але чи вдасться його впро- 
вадити в життя? На жаль, визнає 
професор Винницький, реформи 
в освітній системі викликають 
великий опір здебільшого на 
місцях: велика кількість освітян 
не бажає нічого міняти. Яскраві 
приклади - обирання президен- 
та Національної академії наук 
чи ректора Київського держав- 
ного університету ім.Шевченка, 
абож скандальні історії навко- 
ло керівництва Київського ме- 
дичного університету (до речі, 
єдиного вищого учбового за- 
кладу, що не підпорядковується 
Міністерству освіти). Є також і 


значна група чиновників в само- 
му міністерстві, що хочуть збе- 
регти все без жодних змін. Чи 
вдасться подолати опір i ство- 
рити справді якісну освіту, що 
виховує нові покоління критично 
мислячих, суспільно активних і 
висококваліфікованих громадян 
нової України? Михайло Вин- 
ницький є оптимістом і вірить у 
те, що реформи таки змінять на 
краще освіту в Україні. 

Доповідь д-ра Виницького, 
добре вибудувана і підкріплена 
промовистими статистичними 
даними, викликала дуже бага- 


Так, одне з них  стосувало- 
ся узгодження нової програми 
PhD з існуючою аспірантурою 
для | підготовки | кандидатсь- 
ких дисертацій. Ha сьогодні, 
повідомив М.Винницький, поки 
що співіснують обидві програми. 
Інше питання торкнулося про- 
блеми плагіату наукових робіт. 
Д-р Винницький підтвердив факт 
скасування понад 20 дисертацій 
внаслідок виявлення плагіату. Ще 
одне болюче питання - щодо долі 
вишів, евакуйованих з окупованих 
територій. На жаль, ці заклади вми- 
рають, адже їхня інфраструктура 


або пропала, або зруйнована. 
На загал, незважаючи Ha 
безліч зазначених проблем, 


доповідь професора Винницького 
випромінювала опримізм та віру 
в успіх майбутніх реформ. Поба- 
жаймо й ми йому успіху в науковій 
та державотворчій роботі. 

Р.5.: Коли готувалася ця стат- 
тя, в "Українській Правді" була 
надрукована новина про намір 
А.Яценюка зняти С.Квіта з по- 
сади міністра освіти. Якщо чут- 
ка підтвердиться, чи не означа- 
тиме це згортання реформ і на 
освітній ниві? 


Яценюк: ГПУ має покарати винних у підписанні 
контракту на постачання електрики в Крим 


(Радіо | Свобода) -Прем'єр- 
міністр України Арсеній Яценюк 
заявляє, що направив матеріали 
службового розслідування щодо 
підписання контракту на поста- 
чання електроенергії до Крим. 

«Сподіваюся, що Генераль- 
на | прокуратура | завершить 
розслідування і притягне осіб, 
винних у підписанні даного кон- 
тракту, до відповідальності», - 
наголосив глава уряду 23 листо- 
пада на позачерговому засіданні 


Кабінету міністрів. 

Яценюк заявив, що призна- 
чив службове розслідування 
«про підписання сумнозвісного 
контракту на постачан- 
ня електричної енергії до 
Автономної Республіки Крим». 

«За результатами цього службо- 
вого розслідування було з'ясовано, 
що контракт, який підписувався, 
містив норму про постачання 
електричної енергії не в Автоном- 
ну Республіку Крим, Україна, а в 


якийсь незрозумілий Кримський 
федеральний округ», - наголосив 


глава уряду. 
Він повідомив, що відповідні 


матеріали перебувають y 
Генеральній прокуратурі 
України. 


У Генпрокуратурі наразі не 
коментують ситуацію. ШПроку- 
рор Владислав Куценко пообіцяв 
Радіо Свобода найближчим ча- 
сом надати інформацію з приво- 
ду наявності в ГПУ такої справи. 
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Looking West: 


Lviv models itselfas Ukraine’s future 


By Katya Gorchinskaya 

(RFE/RL)—Coffee houses buzz 
with the din of outsiders. The 
streets are filled with the hustle 
bustle of locals going about their 
daily business. Living statues dot- 
ting the main square add a human 
element to the city’s medieval past. 

Lviv exudes an air of a place that 
is going in the right direction. 

The sight of soldiers drinking in 
bars is one of the few signs of the 
war simmering on the opposite end 
of the country, some 1,200 kilom- 
eters away. Thriving tourism belies 
the economic hardship faced by 
Ukraine as a whole. And the city’s 
place both in history and on the 
map — it lies just an hour’s drive 
from the EU border — give it a de- 
cidedly Western feel. 

“T feel comfortable here, I love 
living and working here,” says Vik- 
toria Bryndza, a young professional 
from Lviv. “Even the proliferation of 
tourists sort of strokes my ego.” 

The country’s GDP is set to con- 
tract by 9 percent this year, but 
you wouldn’t guess it by walking 
around Lviv. New restaurants open 
every month, and posters advertise 
new residential developments. 

And while anger and disappoint- 
ment rise nationwide, the mood in 
Lyiv is one of cheerful confidence 
and joie de vivre. 

Often, albeit sometimes grudg- 
ingly, the city’s can-do disposition 
is attributed to its mayor. 

Andriy Sadovyy became mayor 
in 2006 after several unsuccess- 
ful attempts..He inherited a city 

ef 730,000 with decaying industry 
and infrastructure, where water 
supply was limited in many areas 
to just a couple hours a day. 

He teamed up with businessmen 
and intellectuals to create a strat- 
egy for his city through 2025. The 
aim was to turn Lviv into a city 
“open to the world and friendly to 
the people,” and there was no ques- 
tion that it would be a long road. 

On recent Wednesday afternoon, 
while the rest of the country cele- 
brated a national holiday, a hand- 
ful of programmers busily tapped 
away behind their desks at Sigma 
Software. 

It has only been 10 months since 
it opened its Lviv office, but the 
firm has already grown to the point 
that it must move one floor up, 
which offers double the space. 

Aside perhaps from the wooden 
moose in the middle of the room 
— а nod to the information-tech- 
nology (IT) firm’s Swedish roots 
— the office is indistinguishable 
from that of any other fast-paced, 
moder company around the globe. 

“Anyone who has never made a 
mistake has never tried anything 
new,” reads one poster that hangs 
in the open workspace, quoting Al- 
bert Einstein. 

By all appearances Sigma Soft- 
ware tried something new, but made 
no mistake, when it set up shop in 
Lviv. “It was an easy, comfortable, 
and straight-forward entry,’ says 
Volodymyr Chyrva, a company co- 
founder who runs the Lviv office. 
“T expected more trouble.” 

The company also has offices 
in Kyiv, Kharkiv, and Odesa, but 
Chyrva says this highlights a key 
difference to doing business in 

Lviv. “Compared to other regions, 
there is an understanding that there 
is no need to help the IT sector,” 
Chyrva says. “You just don’t need 
to hinder it.” 
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A decade ago, IT and tourism 
were identified as the sectors of 
the local economy with the greatest 
potential for growth. 

From virtually nothing, the num- 
ber of people employed in the IT 
sector has grown to around 15,000 
— accounting for about 2 percent 
of the city’s population, according 
to Stepan Veselovskyy, a leading 
figure in the local IT community. 

The sector generates an estimat- 
ed $280 million-$300 million in 
annual turnover, says Veselovskyy, 
head of Lviv IT Cluster. Most are 
outsourcing companies, but some 
are product developers. The local 
arm of Gameloft, a French gam- 
ing giant, shares the same floor as 
Sigma, for example. 

Jobs in tourism and related ser- 
vice sectors have increased by 
30,000 in the past few years, ac- 
cording to the city government’s 
estimates. By contrast, unemploy- 
ment has grown nationwide since 
2013, and hovers at around 10 
percent this year, according to the 
central statistics agency. 

Ilia Kenigshtein moved this 
year from Kyiv to Lviv to kick- 
start his latest project, the Creative 
Quarter. The idea is to develop an 
energy-effict== innovation center, 
stretched over 1 1/2 hectares, that 
can serve as a hub for research and 
development, culture, and leisure 
in Lviv. 

Kenigshtein, an Israeli IT entre- 
preneur who was born in Ukraine, 
knows his way around. He returned 
to Ukraine from Israel in 2007 
and set up a venture capital fund 
in Kyiv before making the move 
west. 

“Lviv today is in effect not only 
the most comfortable place for liv- 
ing, but the least problematic in 
terms of the mind-set of people,” 
he says, stressing that it’s not “just 
because of the closeness of a [Euro- 
pean] border.” 

He explains that the city differs 
from others in Ukraine because 
it has no oligarchs, and boasts a 
healthy middle class unified by a 
singular goal. 

Sadovyy created his Self-Help 
party three years ago, when he real- 
ized that true success could only be 
achieved through national politics. 
“My task and my ambition is to 
create a powerful ideological party 
in Ukraine, because you can only 
build a powerful ideological coun- 
try with the help of such a force,” 
he tells RFE/RL. 

The party did spectacularly 
well in its first parliamentary elec- 
tions last fall, winning 33 seats in 
Ukraine’s 450-seat legislature and 
becoming a part of the pro-presi- 


dential coalition. It hopes to repeat 
its success in local polls, including 
the capital, Kyiv, where it could be- 
come the second- or third-biggest 
faction in the local council. 

The party, however, is experi- 
encing many growing pains. It re- 
cently expelled some key members 
from its ranks for failing to vote 
against changes to the Ukrain- 
ian Constitution suggested by 
the president. Self-Help has been 
called a one-man show. But the 
most frequent criticism is that it 
lacks a clear identity. 

“They have no ideology. Some 
of their laws are conservative, 
some are populist, and some are 
liberal,” says Timofey Milovanov, 
an associate professor of econom- 
ics at University of Pittsburgh who 
recently attempted a comprehen- 
sive study of Ukraine’s main par- 
ties based on their legislative track 
records. 

Sadovyy disagrees, arguing that 
Self-Help shares the ideology of 
“[former U.K. Prime Minister Mar- 
garet] Thatcher’s liberal conserva- 
tism.” 

Self-Help has also been re- 
proached for cozying up with oli- 
garchs, powerful businessmen who 
have monopolized key industries 
in Ukraine. Sadovyy dismisses 
that suggestion as well. “Not a dol- 
lar, not a cent, not a hryvnya have 
І taken from any [of the oligarchs] 
and I won't,” he says. “I know what 
it’s like to deal with [them]. Not 
only is it dangerous, it’s deadly.” 

While Lviv in many way stands 
out as exceptional, it has not es- 
caped many of the problems that 
plague Ukraine. For example, a re- 
cent survey showed that 67 percent 
of city residents consider corrup- 
tion to be a major problem in Lviv 
— lower than in the capital, where 
the figure stands at 78 percent, but 
a strikingly high percentage none- 
theless. 

Some of the blame, as well as 
the success, has been pinned on 
Sadovyy. 

But as Lviv prepares to vote in 
new leaders, it is clear that the in- 
jection of new people and ideas 
during Sadovyy’s 10 years in office 
has left the city with no shortage 
of ambitious young minds to help 
shape its future. 

Veselovskyy, the 27-year-old 
head of IT Cluster, is running for 
city council this year. He says there 
are plenty of people who, like him, 
want to achieve more. 

“We realized that we set our 
goals too low,” he says, before add- 
ing with a laugh: “It was a terrible 
disappointment. We have to dream 
bigger.” 
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Russian supreme court 
upholds Sentsov verdict 


(RFE/RL)—When asked upon his sentencing before a Russian military 
court in Rostov-on-Don on August 25 whether he understood the charges 
against him, he and co-defendant Oleksandr Kolchenko, who received a 
10-year sentence, sang Ukraine’s national anthem. On November 24, he 
declined to testify. 

“T have nothing to say,” Зепізоу said at the hearing before the Russian 
Supreme Court in Moscow. “This is a dull television show.” 

Sentsov, a native of Crimea, was arrested in May 2014 on suspicion of 
planning the fire-bombings of two pro-Russian organizations. 

After being convicted on August 25, the 39-year old said that a “trial by 
occupiers cannot be fair by definition.” 

The Supreme Court on November 24 upheld the 10-year sentence of 
co-defendant Kolchenko as well. 

The prosecution of Sentsoy and Kolchenko has been widely criticized 
as retaliation for their outspoken opposition to Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea. 

A UN resolution overwhelmingly asserted in 2014 that the peninsula 
remained part of Ukraine, although Russian authorities have installed 
their own institutions and exercise day-to-day control. 

Kyiv and NATO have also accused Russia of direct military intervention 
in eastern Ukraine, where fighting between Ukrainian forces and pro- 
Russian separatists has killed more than 7,900 people since April 2014. 

Sentsovy is an internationally acclaimed film director whose first feature 
film, Gamer, about a computer-game-obsessed teenager, was presented at 
the Rotterdam Film Festival in 2012. 

EU lawmakers in September urged Russia to release Sentsov and 
Kolchenko, calling their detentions a “blatant violation of the territorial 
integrity of Ukraine” through “illegal kidnapping.” 

Icons of European cinema last week made a public plea to famed 
Russian film director Nikita Mikhalkoy, a staunch supporter of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, to lobby for Sentsov’s release. 

“Tt is our responsibility — as filmmakers and as human beings — to 
stand up for human rights and the freedom of speech. Please raise your 
voice and support us in our support of Oleg Sentsov,” prominent members 
of the European Film Academy wrote to Mikhalkov in the November 20 
letter. 

The four signatories included Polish directors Agnieszka Holland and 
Andrzej Wajda, as well as German filmmakers Wim Wenders and Volker 
Schloendorff. 

Separately, legendary Polish actor Daniel Olbrychski last week 
published a letter addressed to Mikhalkov in the Polish daily Gazeta 
Wyborza, writing: “I believe that you do not think and feel differently 
[from] all the great artists from many countries who signed letters 
regarding our Ukrainian colleague to President Putin.” 

“The cruelty of [the] trial brings to mind the darkest judgments of the 
past of our common civilization and culture. I appeal to you and I beg 
you, as your Polish brother, to do something. Among all of us, you are the 
person closest to your president and the case,’ Olbrychski wrote. 
With reporting by RFE/RL’s Russian Service, TASS, 
hollywoodreporter.com 
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By Christian Borys 

(RFE/RL)—On the grass outside an old 
Soviet-era military hospital, tucked on a side 
street in the capital, Kyiv, Ukrainian soldiers 
in camo-patterned jackets and fur hats puff 
on cigarettes and share laughs. 

Their banter reflects the current lull in 
the fight against Russian-backed separatists 
hundreds of kilometers to the east, where a 
shaky cease-fire is holding despite occasion- 
al flare-ups and no sign of a lasting solution. 

But just a few steps away, in a medical 
building surrounded by the nearly leafless 
trees of autumn, lies a tragic example of 
one of the legacies of war that could haunt 
Ukraine well into its future. 

Eleven-year-old Mykola Nyzhnyakov- 
skyy — Коїуа to his mom and friends — is 
straining to scratch the itching wounds from 
shrapnel embedded in what’s left of his legs. 
He is using his left hand, the one that re- 
mains. 

His mother, 38-year-old Alla Nyzhnyako- 
vska, caresses his head and tries to put a 
brave face on his situation since the day two 
months ago when an unexploded munition 
shattered three of Kolya’s limbs and killed 
his 4-year-old brother, Danylo, instantly. 

"Рі showing him pictures of soldiers 
who’ ve lost their limbs but manage to live 
normal lives now,” she says as she flashes 
a photo of a man with two prosthetic legs 
holding a baby. “I want him to know that he 
still has a life ahead of him, that there is hope 
to start a family and live a normal life.” 

It is just one facet of the 20-month-old 
conflict paralyzing the country since a 
separatism-fueled war erupted in eastern 
Ukraine. But unlike the shooting, it threatens 
to keep killing well beyond the end of the 
fighting. 

Two months ago, Kolya was your average, 
healthy, 11-year-old boy. While he didn’t 
care much for school, he did love the chal- 
lenge of 3-D puzzles. But perhaps the only 
thing he enjoyed more than patiently as- 
sembling puzzles, his mother says, was time 
spent venturing outside to play with Danylo. 

But on August 25, both boys joined three 
other boys sweeping through their village of 
Volodarske, about 10 kilometers northwest 
of the Azov coastal city of Mariupol, investi- 
gating the world around them. 

Inspecting a drainage pipe, one of the 
boys noticed something. It was green and 
looked enough like a toy that he dragged it 
out. Curiosity overcame the boys, and they 
surrounded each other to get a better look. 
Before long, in their excitement, one boy 
pushed another, who fell into the boy hold- 
ing the object, sending him tripping over a 
rock. As the boy tumbled, he released the 
object, which authorities would later deter- 
mine to be an unexploded rocket-propelled 
grenade. It dropped to the ground, detonated, 
and sent thousands of razor-sharp slices of 
shrapnel hurtling in every direction. 

The UN children’s agency UNICEF re- 
ported earlier this year that at least 42 chil- 
dren had been killed and 109 more injured 
by land mines and unexploded ordnance in 
eastern Ukraine in the first year of the war 
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In Eastern Ukraine, a young life shattered 


— figures that have climbed by double digits 
in the subsequent six months, judging by re- 
ports of individual incidents. 

The battle between Russian-backed gun- 
men and pro-Kyiv forces for control of 
towns and territory was especially fluid early 
on. One of the results was the laying of land 
mines despite a prohibition under the 1997 
international Mine Ban Treaty to which 
Ukraine (but not Russia) is a signatory. In 
some cases, with territory passing back and 
forth, land mines were unwittingly planted 
in fields already scattered with mines. 

It is unclear who planted the land mines. 
The Ukrainian government insisted last year 
that it had never deployed such weapons, 
and Kyiv placed the blame specifically on 
regular Russian troops that it claimed were 
directly involved in the conflict in support of 
separatist leaders in places like Donetsk and 
Luhansk. 

For its part, Human Rights Watch has said 
“it is not possible at this time to concretely 
determine the responsibility of any party.” 

Other unexploded munitions, especially 
high-caliber shells, also lie silently in the 
ruts, plains, and villages of eastern Ukraine. 
Antipersonnel and antitank mines litter 
farmers’ fields. 

Edward Crowther, of the Danish De- 
mining Group, a unit active in Ukraine of the 
Danish Refugee Council, a non-profit that 
works worldwide to help people affected by 
conflict, says open-source compilation sug- 
gests 569 Ukrainian troops had been killed 
in action by land mines by September. The 
exact number of civilian deaths was unclear. 

“That in itself is extremely sizable,” 
Crowther says. 

“At present one of the key difficulties is 
there’s no real publicly or openly available 
information about the number of casualties 
or the scale of the mine problem,” Crowther 
says. “Everyone is pretty much relying оп 
pieces of information from open-source 
data, and of course stories from the field, but 
no one has any real hard data or facts at the 
moment.” 

The Ukrainian military says it has been at- 
tempting to clear what it can. 

On one recent mission, just outside the 
eastern Ukrainian city of Mariupol, sappers 
inspected a vast field to begin their clearance 
work. They were called in by Metinvest, a 
local corporation that owns the electrical 
towers that crisscross the expanse. It is close 
enough to the city that smokestacks from a 
major factory are in full view. 

The sappers strap on basic armor and 
head out with simple sticks, to tap their way 
around the field. 

“We can’t trust our metal detector here be- 
cause of the interference from the electrical 
towers, so all we can use are these sticks,” 
says 45-year-old team leader Oleksandr Po- 
zamtal. 

Afier nearly stumbling onto an 82-millim- 
eter mortar shell, one of the servicemen, 
22-year-old Oleksiy, suggests that “this is 
the second stage of the war now.” 

“Tt’s winding down, but the most danger- 
ous things are these mines — and snipers,” 


Kyiv bans Russian 
aircraft transit 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk says his country has im- 
posed a ban on transit flights over Ukraine 
for all Russian airlines. 

Speaking at a cabinet session in Kyiv on 
November 25, Yatsenyuk asked the Infra- 
structure Ministry to officially notify Russia 
about “the closure of [Ukrainian] airspace to 
all Russian airlines without exception.” 

Last month, the two countries banned 
landings by each other’s airlines. 

Yatsenyuk also said his government had 


decided to order Ukraine’s Naftohaz oil and 
gas giant to stop buying natural gas from 
Russia. 

Yatsenyuk cited as the major reason for 
the decision the difference between Euro- 
pean and Russian gas prices, with European 
ones being “much better.” 

Russia’s state-controlled natural-gas giant 
Gazprom said earlier on November 25 that 
it had stopped deliveries of gas to Ukraine 
because of Kyiv’s alleged failure to make the 
required prepayments. 


Oleksiy says. 

He says his wife back home in western 
Ukraine worries about the work he does, but 
he claims to have become numb to the risks. 

“Tt’s our job, and we understand what we 
face in these fields,” Oleksiy says. “I was ter- 
rified, of course, when I first started, but you 
just become used to it like any other job.” 

The sappers don’t always unearth every- 
thing. In August, 65-year-old farmer Heorhiy 
Voyevoda called the military in to inspect his 
plot of land outside Mariupol, where he’d 
been warned about mines. Afier they’d done 
their work and declared it safe, Voyevoda 
was confident enough to begin harvesting. 

But as he drove down to the perimeter of 
his property, a powerful explosion ripped 
through his tractor. 

“T felt nothing and remember nothing,” he 
says, but adds that his tractor’s wheels were 
blown clear in opposite directions. 

The blast left Voyevoda in intensive care 
for two weeks, and in the hospital for an- 
other two months, recovering from third-de- 
gree burns, broken bones, shrapnel wounds, 
and a concussion. 

Outside groups like the DDG have yet to 
begin demining work in Ukraine, partly be- 
cause of bureaucratic hurdles to importing 
the sophisticated equipment needed to de- 
mine. 

“It requires very specific equipment,” 
Crowther says, “including explosives and 
other dual-purpose equipment that could 
potentially be used as weapons, so it ob- 
viously requires very specific permissions.” 

The so-called Normandy Quartet of 
Ukraine, Russia, France, and Germany, 
formed to try to ease the conflict, has ex- 
pressed confidence that it can hammer out an 
agreement on demining in eastern Ukraine 
by the end of this month. 

One OSCE observer says he is optimistic 
that intensive demining will begin before the 
first snowfall, and suggests that as a symbol 
of a return to normality, work might be heav- 
ily focused on Shyrokyne, a village east of 
Mariupol where a major standoff played out 
in the first half of 2015 but which is now the 
focus of a possible demilitarization plan. 


It can’t come soon enough, says Crowther, 
because “unfortunately it’s likely that as 
the conflict slips into a frozen phase” — 
meaning the kind of protracted dispute that 
many believe Moscow is seeking in eastern 
Ukraine — “and people attempt to return to 
their homes to assess the damage and resume 
their lives, there will be a spike in casual- 
ties.” 

Days after his accident in late August, 
Kolya awoke in a military hospital in Zapo- 
rizhyia, nearly 200 kilometers from home. 
He had been airlifted there after the blast, 
with three limbs gone and serious injuries 
to his head and torso. Both legs had to be 
amputated below the knee and his right arm 
ends in a stump below the elbow. 

Kolya’s devastated mother was nowhere 
to be seen. In fact, it would be weeks before 
she came to see him. She had gone into such 
shock after receiving the news that she didn’t 
make the trip to the Zaporizhyia hospital. 
Instead, she says, she spent weeks at home, 
drinking and psychologically detaching her- 
self from Kolya in preparation for what she 
assumed was the inevitable announcement 
that her only remaining son would also suc- 
cumb to his injuries. 

But Kolya survived — the first step on a 
long road ahead. 

Now, in his hospital room in Куїу, his 
mother sits patiently at his bedside and 
shows in her palm bits of rocket-propelled 
grenade retrieved from inside his devastated 
body. She shares a photo of him from before 
the accident, astride a bike, dressed in moto- 
cross leathers. 

He is barely able to speak through banda- 
ges from the latest operation to repair dam- 
age to his face and head. 

Alla Nyzhnyakovska holds out hope for 
the best, but there is something that she has 
not had the courage to tell Kolya. 

———When_he_as 
Kolya’ s mother tells him that Damion is be- 
ing treated at another hospital. 

The pain of learning that his beloved little 
brother and playmate died instantly on that 
summer day, stolen by a blast from the litter 
of war, will have to wait. 


Russia to ban all food 
imports from Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Russia has announced it will 
ban all food imports from Ukraine starting 
on January 1. 

Russian Economy Minister Aleksei Ulyu- 
kayev told TV channel Rossia-24 on Nov- 
ember 18 that Russia was taking the action 
“because Ukraine has joined the sanctions 
against the Russian Federation — economic 
and financial.” 

Russia has been slapped with Western 
sanctions for annexing Ukraine’s Crimea 
Peninsula and supporting pro-Russian sep- 
aratists in eastern Ukraine. More than 7,900 
people have died in the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine, according to UN estimates. 


Moscow, which denies any role in the 
conflict, has already imposed its own food 
bans on the EU, the United States, and other 
Western countries. 

Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy Yat- 
senyuk said the pending Russian action will 
cost Ukraine’s economy some $600 million 
in 2016. 

On the other hand, Yatsenyuk noted the 
Ukrainian economy was now less dependent 
on Russia. 

“While earlier our dependence was 35 per- 
cent, now it’s at the level of 12.5 percent,” 
Yatsenyuk said on November 18, according 
to a statement on his cabinet’s website. 


Diplomat warns west against 
easing pressure on Russia 


(RFE/RL)—A senior Ukrainian diplomat 
says the West should not ease pressure on 
Russia over its role in Ukraine’s conflict — 
even if antiterrorism cooperation begins. 

Dmytro Kuleba, ambassador at large in 
Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry, told Reuters on 
November 19 that “rapprochement between 
the West and Russia to fight terrorism is 
possible, but not at the expense of Ukraine.” 

Kuleba said that “compromises with Russia 


on Ukraine” will mean “the acceptance of 
the illegal use of force in Europe” and “have 
devastating consequences for pan-European 
security and international law.” 

Western countries imposed sanctions on 
Russia in 2014 over its annexation of Crimea 
and support for pro-Russian separatists in 
eastern Ukraine. But there have been signs 
of a diplomatic thaw since terrorist attacks in 
Paris on November 13. 
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Seven presented with Hetman Awards 


(UkrNews)—Seven Ukrainian 
community activists were pre- 
sented with Hetman Awards by 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
— Alberta Provincial Council at the 
awards banquet held at the Ukrain- 
ian Youth Unity Complex in Ed- 
monton, Oct. 18 

They are: Steffie Chmilar, Bo- 
hdan Walkiw, and Oleh Wowk in 
the Seniors category; Emil Yeren- 
iuk, and Vlodko Boychuk in the 
Adult one; and Імапла Kruhlak, 
and Mary-Ann Sech in the youth. 

These awards are presented an- 
nually by the UCC — APC in rec- 
ognition of exceptional volunteer 
work. 

Representing the Government of 
Alberta, then-Minister of Munici- 
pal Affairs and Minister of Service 
Alberta, now Minister of Econom- 
ic Development and Trade Deron 
Bilous, described the honourees as 
“shining examples of quiet dedica- 
tion”. 

“They don’t step forward and act 
so that they can claim the spotlight. 

“They do what they do because 
they realize it’s their opportun- 
ity and responsibility to make the 
world a little better. 

“Their actions remind us. that 
community isn’t something that 
simply exists. It’s something we 
create every day. 

“Its created through acts of 
kindness and selflessness, through 
the benefits of foresight and experi- 
ence, and the generosity of hope 
through the quiet dedication of 
__ those who have lived in the warmth 


of community, and want to share 
that warmth with others,” he stated. 


Bilous was joined by MLAs Jes- 
sica Littlewood (Fort Saskatch- 
ewan-Vegreville) and Erin Bab- 
cock (Stony Plain). 

Bishop David Motiuk, Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparch of Edmonton, also 
attended. 

UCC-APC President Olesia Lu- 
ciw Andryjowyez presented the 
awards, Adrian Warchola served as 
MC, the group Ruta and the Verk- 
hovyna Choir sang, while the Arts 
of Life Studio did a recitation of a 
Lena Kostenko poem. 

Steffie Chmilar has long been 
a dedicated volunteer with St. 
Basil’s Ukrainian Catholic Par- 
ish and the Ukrainian Catholic 
Women’s League of Canada 
UCWLC - St Basil’s Branch, Ep- 
archial and National Executives. 
As a member of both the Parish 
and the UCWLC, she contributed 
and continues to contribute whole- 
heartedly as: UCWLC - President, 
Vice-President, Recording Secre- 
tary, Chair of Spiritual Committee; 
Chair of Hospital visiting com- 
mittee; Controller and Distributor 
of St. Basil’s Culinary Treasures 
Cookbooks and Windows of Faith 
Booklets; assists with changing 
alter linens in church as required; 
annually chairing the Paska/Babka 
and Bazaar bake-sale projects; 
serving on the UCWLC Eparchial 
Executive and UCWLC Nation- 
al Executive, and most recently 
Board Member on the Fundraising 
Committee for the Eparchial Home 
of Hope Project in Lviv, Ukraine. 

Chmilar continues to promote the 
Ukrainian Culture and Traditions 
in many ways. When her sons were 
younger, she took lessons in sew- 
ing and embroidering Ukrainian 
Costumes, so that she could assist 
the Costume Committee. She also 


Left to Right: Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz, Steffie Chmilar, Olee Wowk, Ivanna Kruhlak, Mary-Ann Sech, Emil 
Yereniuk, Vlodko Boychuk, Bohdan Walkiw. 


assisted with publishing St. Basil/’s 
Parish Paska recipe in various pub- 
lications; and for past 35 years has 
volunteered countless hours, on a 
weekly basis, catering to various 
functions at the St. Basil’s Cultural 
Centre. 

Bohdan Walkiw is a long-time 
active member of the League of 
Ukrainian Canadians - Edmonton 
Branch, having served on the exec- 
utive as Secretary, Representative 
to UCC Edmonton and Head of the 


Audit Committee. He has been a 
member of the Board of Directors 


of Ukrainian Youth Unity, currently 
in his thirteenth year as Treasurer. 

Bohdan has been a parent vol- 
unteer at St. Matthew School 
Ukrainian Bilingual Program. He 
has served on Parish Council of 
St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral and for several years 
recruited young parishioners for 
readings of the Apostol at the Sun- 
day Ukrainian liturgies. 

He is currently on the Board of 
Directors of the Alberta Society 
for the Advancement of Ukrainian 
Studies. With his expertise in gam- 
ing policies and procedures, he has 
advised numerous organizations in 
the Ukrainian community on issues 
regarding eligibility, use of gaming 
proceeds and financial reporting. 

Oleh (Olee) Wowk has been an 
active member of the Ukrainian 
National Federation since 1958. 
He was president of UNYF Alumni 
during the years of 1979 — 1989. He 
has taken various positions within 
this organization and has been the 
treasurer on the UNF executive 
from 2005. Recently Oleh has been 
the treasurer of the Friends of the 
Ukrainian Village Executive from 
2008 - 2014. 

Olee first nominated the late 
Мугозіау Кис for the City of Ed- 
monton , Salute to Excellence Cita- 
tion Award. Luba Кис accepted on 
behalf of her husband in 2013. 

Wowk then further nominated 
Kue for the City of Edmonton 
and Salute to Excellence Arts and 
Culture Hall of Fame. This was a 
daunting project, as he collected all 
the required documentation, letters 
of support and archival informa- 
tion. Myroslav Kuc received this 
award 2014 posthumously. 

Wowk has spent many years act- 
ively promoting and supporting 


Ukrainian culture, dance, and trad- 
itions. 


From the time of his university — 


days, Vlodko Boychuk has dedi- 
cated himself to Ukrainian volun- 
teerism. He had been active at the 
local, national and international 
levels, ultimately serving as Vice- 
President of the Ukrainian Stu- 
dents’ Society (USS) at the Uni- 
versity of Alberta and as National 
President of the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Students’ Union (SUSK). 


Through his leadership strengths 
he invigorated youth members and 


inspired new leaders in our Ukrain- 
ian community across Canada. 

Vlodko is visible at so many 
Ukrainian-related events, where 
one is struck by his continuous 
volunteerism and leadership, par- 
ticipation in a variety of organiza- 
tions, and his calm and respectful 
approach to getting things done. 
Through his quiet dedication, he 
builds trust by following through 
on his commitments and maintains 
friendly relations with other volun- 
teers. 

Boychuk dedicates both his pro- 
fessional and personal time to rais- 
ing our youth as Ukrainians in 
Canada. Whether it be as a teacher 
at Ridna Shkola and at Sherwood 
Park’s Ukrainian Bilingual Program, 
or as a Ukrainian Youth Association 
(CYM) camp counselor, Vlodko 
Boychuk introduces to our youth 
the notion of a modern Ukraine. Via 
news, youth-related materials, inter- 
active technology and mass media, 
he peaks the interests of our contem- 
porary Ukrainian youth. 

Boychuk is currently serving as 
President of the Alberta Foundation 
for Ukrainian Education Society 
(AFUES) and as a Chair for UCC 
National Ukrainian Education Coun- 
cil. Vlodko was instrumental in or- 
ganizing AFUES vision, mission and 
strategic planning sessions, which 
helped AFUES Board members 
formulate new organizational goals 
geared towards meeting the needs of 
Alberta’s Ukrainian language educa- 
tion in the 21st century. 

In his professional career as a 
teacher and educational adminis- 
trator, Emil Yereniuk honed his 
organizational and collaborative 
skills in and out of the classroom, 
working tirelessly to create a chal- 
lenging, nurturing environment 


for his students. Highly respected 
by students, parents and his peers 
throughout his working career, he 
continued his professionalism at- 


titude, collaborative skills and 
leadership qualities into every vol- 
unteering opportunity. 


Currently he is president of Na- 
tional Ukrainian Self- Reliance 
Association, and Second Vice 
President оп the Ukrainian Self 
Reliance League of Canada Na- 
tional Executive and represents 
USRA/TYC as a Director on the 
UCC National Board, Second Vice 
President on the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress National Executive 
and as the Chairman of the UCC 
National Internment Committee. 
He has served in various volun- 
teer capacities and positions in the 
Uksainian Orthodox Church and 
community. 

Emil is a member of the Govern- 
ment of Alberta’s Advisory Coun- 
cil on Alberta-Ukraine Relations 
(ACAUR) and has been selected 
by UCC and Canada Mission on 
numerous occasions to serve in 
capacities of both short and long 
term International Observer for the 
elections in Ukraine. 

Ivanna Kruhlak is an exem- 
plary model of a youth volunteer. 
After graduating from the Ukrain- 
ian Bilingual Program at Austin 
O’Brian High School in Edmonton 
in June, 2011, she continued her 
studies in the Faculty of Science at 
the University of Alberta wanting 
someday to become a physician. 


= 


As a Sunday school teacher, she 
inspires her students learning about 
their Ukrainian culture, their reli- 
gion, and wanting to participate in 
the service 

As a former president of the 
Canadian Ukrainian Youth As- 
sociation (CYMK) - St. John’s 
Branch and the current president — 
of the Alberta Provincial CYMK, 
Ivanna, has involved other youth 
to become active members in the 
church community and reach out 
to their communities. As a member 
of the Youth Mission to the orphan- 
ages in Ukraine, she has realized 
the importance of humanitarian 
work and now participates in the 
mission work of the Flying Doc- 
tors of Canada. She has worked as 
a camp counsellor at Camp Bar-V- 
Nok, Pigeon Lake, Alberta, and a 
Y.M.C.A. day-camp counsellor іп» 
Montreal, Quebec. At the Univer- 
sity of Alberta, Ivanna has become 
an orientation leader, a mentor, stu- 
dent ambassador, historian. Golden 
Key Honours Society, and secre- 
tary of the Ukrainian Students So- 
ciety. 

Mary-Ann Sech 15 vice 
President of Arts of Life Studio 
Society (AofL). She is the Studio’s 
leading performer, and cultural and 
educational convener and leads by 
example and is ready to help and 
happy to serve. 

Mary-Ann was one of the= 
Ukrainian National Youth Federa- 
tion (UNYF) members who revived 
the UNYF branch in Edmonton in 
2008. In 2011 she was elected to 
be President of the Ukrainian Na- 
tional Youth Federation, Edmonton 
branch and President of National 
UNYF Executive. 

As chair of AofL communication 
committee and AofL lead perform- 
er, Mary-Ann Sech has volunteered 
with various organizations in Ed-_- 
monton. At the celebration of the 
100 anniversary of the Ukrainian 
Parish in Kozarac, Bosnia, Mary 
Ann came up with a plan how to do 
a joined performance of AofL рег- 
formers and youth from “Kozak” 
dance group. 

She initiated Studio Digital Li- 
brary of educational and cultural 
materials that are available free of 
charge on www.artsoflife.ca. She 
was the lead performer of Arts of 
Life Studio street performers for 
the Edmonton Deep Freeze Fes- 
tival. She reaches out and she is 
brave to go into unknown. Mary- 
Ann is a good and loyal friend, | 
hardworking, patient and easy to 
follow. She encouraged many new 
members to the Arts of Life Studio. 


Lefi to Right: Bishop David Motiuk, Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz, Ministyer 
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(Bottomline)—Canada’s Ukrain- 
ian Shumka Dancers are thrilled 
to announce the return of Clara’s 
Dream, Edmonton’s Ukrainian 
Nutcracker. 

In celebration of the Christmas 
season, Clara’s Dream takes to the 
stage of the Northern Alberta Jubi- 
lee Auditorium — December 29 & 

~ 30, 2015. (December 29 at 7:30pm; 
December 30 at 2pm & 7:30pm.) 
Tickets are available now at Ticket- 
master (www.ticketmaster.ca or 
1-855-985-5000). 


featuring the sounds ої 
2 Edmonton Metropolitan Chorus 
? Jubiloso! Bells of Concordia 


Joining Shumka are guest artists 
from Edmonton’s Citie Ballet and 
Viter Ukrainian Folk Choir, and 
Ukraine’s Virsky and Kyiv Bal- 
let companies. Not only is Clara’s 
Dream a luxurious production 
loved by all ages, backgrounds and 
ethnicities, it is a true “Edmonton 
Nutcracker.” Reflective of the city 
and its ethnic vitality, the produc- 
tion features ballet, folk dance, and 


character dance in a celebration of 


Tchaikovsky’s beloved Christmas 
classic. 
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2 The Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton 


€dmonton an: 


“Powerful and / 
beautiful,.; 

A perfect first 
Nutcracker 

for many 
generations.’ 
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Clara’ s Dream returns 


Ukrainian Christmas traditions 
and symbols are woven into the 
lavish sets and costumes of this 
full-length production. In addi- 
tion, this Nutcracker is the first to 
incorporate a Ukrainian Christmas 
carol, a grand orchestral and choral 
version of Shchedryk (Carol of 
the Bells), arranged by renowned 
Ukrainian composer Yuri Shev- 
chenko. 

Based on E.T.A. Hoffman’s be- 
loved tale The Nutcracker, set to 
Tchaikovsky’s iconic composition, 


. 
910 ча 
Free for children under 10. 


For lickels 
UMElickels@ginail'com 
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Scene from Clara’s Dream 


Clara’s Dream begins when the 
young girl receives a Nutcracker 
doll from her godfather, Dr. Dros- 
selmeier one Christmas Eve. As 
the clock in the Staulbaum home 
strikes midnight, the Nutcracker 
springs to life in a battle against 
the Mouse King. With Clara’s help, 


the Nutcracker and his battalion of 


toy soldiers defeat the Mouse King 
and his army, breaking a spell and 
returning the Nutcracker to his hu- 
man form: a handsome prince. As a 
gesture of his gratitude, the prince 
takes Clara on a magical journey, 
where they meet a cast of unforget- 
table characters. 

The key creative forces be- 
hind Clara’s Dream are Kyiv Bal- 
let Resident Choreographer and 
long-time Shumka choreographer, 
Viktor Гуїуупоу; award winning 
set and costume designer Maria 
Levitska of the National Opera 
of Ukraine (Kyiv Ballet) and re- 
nowned Ukrainian composer Yuri 


ee, 


SHUMKA 


presents 


Shevchenko. 

Clara’s Dream Creative Produ- 

cer is Shumka alumnist Michael 
Sulyma. Artistic Consultants in- 
clude former Shumka Artistic Dir- 
ector Dave Ganert, and Shumka 
Creative Director John Pichlyk. 
New choreographic elements for 
the 2015 production are being add- 
ed by Citie Ballet Artistic Director 
Jorden Morris. 
Clara’s Dream, §Edmonton’s 
Ukrainian Nutcracker, runs De- 
cember 29 & 30, 2015. Tickets 
start at $20, and are available via 
Ticketmaster. For more informa- 
tion about Clara’s Dream, please 
visit www.clarasdream.ca. 

Shumka is grateful to the follow- 
ing funders and sponsors: Alberta 
Foundation for the Arts, City of 
Edmonton, Edmonton Arts Coun- 
cil, Shevchenko Foundation, Lexus 
Edmonton; and media sponsors: 
Glebal Edmonton, World FM, 
CFCW, CHED, Ukrainian News. 


EDMONTON’S UKRAINIAN NUTCRACKER 
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Featuring Shumka, with guests frorn 
Edmonton's Citie Ballet, Viter Ukrainian Folk Choir, 
and Ukraine's Virsky & Kyiv Ballet companies 


Dec 29 & 30, 7:30pm & Dec 30, 2pm, 


Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium 
Tickets: 1-855-985-5000 or 


www.ticketmaster.ca | www.shumka.com 
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